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It took BDLIA two years to get it
done (thanks Covid) but on
September 20, it happened. A
little over 200 people arrived at
Bayside Supper Club to enjoy
Mike Kuzniewicz’s famous prime
rib or seafood platter with their
friends, family, and new
acquaintances. The planning
committee, volunteers, board
members, local and national
businesses made it happen.
Our MCs from WBEV Radio,
Amy Brandt (middle in top right
picture) and Justin (Ninja)
Wylesky (right side in top
picture), did an amazing job.
Their enthusiasm, commitment
to excellence, and fun
personalities helped us achieve
our goal of having the best
banquet possible during our
pandemic journey. Julius
Temkin, Auctioneer
extraordinaire, showed his skills
in working the crowd and kept
us entertained.

possible without their donation
of personal time and talent.
There were endless hours of
planning and replanning by
committee members. The
solicitors knocked on doors
requesting donations from local
businesses who gave even when
things were tough for them due
to the pandemic. We could not
have done it without the women
and men working the night of

the banquet that answered
questions, worked the boards
and games, and kept things
moving for our guests.
Thank YOU to all who support
the BDLIA mission and Beaver
Dam Lake.
We hope you will join us on
Monday, April 25, 2022 for the
next fundraising banquet!

Our guests were willing to open
their wallets to bid and purchase
auction items or buy a chance at
winning raﬄe items knowing all
the money raised will go toward
local community activities, sh
stocking & habitat, and projects
related to the betterment of the
recreational jewel of our city,
Beaver Dam Lake.
Finally, to all the volunteers;
none of this would have been
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2021 Annual Meeting
BDLIA is an all volunteer organization; not one person is paid. The
board members, the lake management team, the fundraising and
solicitation committee members, etc. - each and every one of these
people are volunteers. However, there is a problem with many of
these volunteers; they are exhausted. There are so many projects
and events and not enough hands to get the work done.
We are reaching out to our current (and future members) and the
community asking these questions. Is Beaver Dam Lake important
to you? Do you boat, sh, kayak, canoe, enjoy the sunrise or sunset
on our lake? If you have said yes to any of these activities, we need
you to volunteer. We need you to help us improve our lake water
quality so stocked sh thrive, to put in and take out the buoys in the
spring and fall - which help to keep you safe when you ride around
the lake. Can you help with our annual fundraising campaign by
soliciting donors, working on committees organizing the banquet
or bringing your creative talents to keep our banquet fresh and
fun? Do you bring your children or grandchildren to Fish ‘n Fun to
learn how to sh or to the Great Beaver Paddle Fest to learn about
our lake and how to safely navigate in a personal watercraft?

The 2021 BDLIA Annual Meeting was held at the Beaver Dam
Country Club on Saturday, August 28.
The agenda included topics like nancials, our new Association
Management Software, lake management and volunteer
management. We celebrated (and mourned) the retirement of
Bill Boettge, Chuck Frinak, and Mike Gade from the board.
With 33 members in attendance, constituting a quorum, we were
able to vote on a couple of items. All board members up for
election were re-elected. We have a couple of vacancies that we
are working to ll. Also, the scal year was changed from starting
on October 1 to January 1.
Thanks to everyone who attended. We look forward to an even
larger crowd next year!

Volunteer with us to keep Beaver Dam Lake the primary focus of our
community, which will in turn bring out-of-town guests to visit our
restaurants, bars, gas stations, and stores.
Email us at info@bdlia.org or call 920-356-1200. We have a place

for

Email Addresses Needed
We have invested in a new Association Management System
(AMS). The new system will handle memberships and renewals,
events, the website, transactions, and more.
PLEASE get us your email address. We can substantially reduce
costs and time by emailing items (for example, the newsletters)
we’ve mailed out in the past. If we don’t have your email address,
please send an email to info@bdlia.org so we can add it to your
membership account.
Access your account using your email address on our
website, bdlia.org, or on your phone using the Wild Apricot for
Members app. You can nd the app at Google Play or the Apple
App Store.

Save These Dates!
Monday, April 25

26th Annual Fundraising Banquet Bayside Supper Club

Saturday, June 4

Fish ‘n Fun - Edgewater Park

Saturday, June 11

The Great Beaver Paddle Fest Waterworks Park

Shoreline Stewardship - New Alliance Video by Colleen Crane, Alliance Member
The Dodge County Alliance for Healthy Soil – Healthy Water is
a self-funded non-prot organization that connects the farming
community with the lake community.
The Alliance, with the assistance of Lake Sinissippi’s Doug
Condon and his video production company, Tech Herd, has
recently completed production of two three-minute videos
aimed for the farming and lake communities.
One video focuses on the benets of regenerative farming
and how no-till farming benets Dodge County waterways and
lakes. The second video focuses on the importance of good
shoreline stewardship.
Alliance co-chair, Bill Boettge explains, “Our Dodge County
lakes are surrounded by agriculture. During the last ve years,
the Alliance has bridged the two communities, the farmers and
the lake people. Pointing ngers at one another has not been
useful. Working together for healthy soil and healthy water has
created new partnerships and relationships.”
“The videos’ purpose is two-fold,” Bill continues. “It’s meant to
be educational and to create a synergy between the two
communities. We each have a responsibility in order to achieve
healthy soil and water in Dodge County.”
“The shoreline video is particularly useful for new shoreline
owners. Too often folks purchase a lake property and then

duplicate the lawn practices that worked for them in the city.
Those practices will create phosphorous runoﬀ and will harm
the waterway. We know that is not the new owner’s intention.
The shoreline video is meant to educate and motivate to create
an ecosystem along the shoreline,” Bill concludes.
Shoreline owners are encouraged to view the regenerative
farming video to learn all the good work that is taking place in
Dodge County. The Dodge County Farmers for Healthy Soil –
Healthy Water have received international attention for their
work with cover crops and other healthy soil practices.
To view the videos, go to www.HealthySoilHealthyWater.org
and click on the Alliance button. Additional shoreline tips can
be found as well.
A resource for both farmers and shoreline owners, the Alliance
is assisted by representatives of the DNR, UW-Extension,
Dodge County Land and Water Conservation oﬃce, and other
state oﬃces. The Alliance works to create change, build
relationships, support projects, and foster community
partnerships.
The Alliance wishes to thank Doug Condon and his Tech Herd
video production company for its expertise and excellent
attention to detail.
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It seems like that in blink of an eye our summer is gone, and we
are deep into fall. As usual the unusual has occurred regarding
weather with rainfall switching from wet in 2020 to dry in 2021.
Dodge County normally experiences 32 inches of precipitation
each year with this year mother nature reducing this by 8 inches
below that norm. We also lowered the lake level in the fall of
2020, rather than in April, by 7 inches and maintained at that
level until the spring of 2021. This more natural watershed
condition resulted in snow melt and spring rain staying on the
elds which allowed the nutrients and sediment to be retained
in the soil.
Roughly 25 percent of the rain becomes runoﬀ from the land
which nds its way into the lakes and rivers. One benet of the
lower rainfall is a reduction of nutrients and sediment which
enter our surface water. As part of the Rakes Bay Planning
Grant, funded by WDNR Surface Water Grant Program, we
were fortunate to have water samplers in place for this season
with frequent eld checks by our consulting partner Emmons &
Olivier Resources, Inc. (EOR) engineers and BDLIA volunteers.
This season-long monitoring provided the opportunity for
ground and surface water conditions to be monitored for
phosphorous and other conditions.
Samples were taken over the course of the season and then
analyzed at the WI Hygiene Laboratory in Madison. The seasonal
average results for phosphorous this summer were 113 µg/L,
which is the lowest level experienced in the past 15 years. This
was not surprising with the water and nutrients retained upland
resulting in a reduction of phosphorous rich runoﬀ which
positively aﬀected lake water quality. Water sampling will resume
next spring and continue through the season which will provide a
second comparison with a unique rainfall pattern for 2022.
The encouraging nutrient results in the Rakes Bay subwatershed
presented valuable water quality data which supports the
proposed improvement practices outlined by EOR.
Water and soil sample results were added to the extensive eld
measurements and observations made from this spring through
fall to identify a rather complete picture. EOR then used this
scientic data to develop drawings and a project scope which
will continue to reduce nutrients and sediment outow while at
the same time improve water ow from this area. Ultimately we

found standard NRCS practices designed to correct these
ground conditions with a better overall more natural result.
Collaboration with the WDNR and local producers has provided
valuable historic information which ultimately identied how we
evolved to the current upland condition. Knowing the
progression of changes to land practices, which did not take into
consideration the full subwatershed, was the last element
needed to explain our current hydraulic ow. These changes are
readily seen through the Google Earth viewer comparing land
conditions back to 1940. The resulting scope of work has taken
advantage of new scientic tools and common sense eld
practices to identify the resulting positive solution. Working
together we will be able to improve the water quality and soil
health for this part of Dodge County and Beaver Dam Lake.

Read about Wisconsin turtles on Page 5!

Wisconsin Turtles - A Keystone Species Keeping Our Water Clean
By Patrick Goggin, Lakes Specialist, Extension Lakes
Reprinted from Lake Tides, Vol. 46, No. 3; Wisconsin Lakes Partnership
As we explore the fallen logs and
nearshore aquatic plants of pickerelweed,
bulrush, and arrowhead along our shores,
we often see turtles sunning themselves,
eating insects, or nibbling on vegetation.
The familiar turtles of our lake habitats and
their nearby wetland environments include
western painted, snapping, common
musk, Blanding’s, northern map, wood,
and spiny softshell species. But did you
know these animals provide us with
something special? Some turtles have
been labeled as keystone species! Let’s
explore turtle biology, including how they
are important to clean water, what threats
exist that are causing turtles hardship, and
conservation strategies we can all embrace
to help them through life.
Ecology and Life History
Turtles in Wisconsin are associated with
lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, and bogs.
However, they can also be found foraging
for food on land. Even though turtles
reside in all corners of the world, they are
considered the most threatened of
vertebrates. Of the 11 species of turtles in
Wisconsin, one is endangered (ornate
box), one is threatened (wood), and three
are of special concern (Blanding’s, smooth
softshell, and map).
Active primarily from April to October, a
turtle’s daily activities include sleeping,
basking in the sun, and foraging for food.
Not a bad gig! Depending on the species,
turtles can be omnivores, herbivores, or

carnivores. Algae, fruit, stems, leaves, and
insects are all common food sources. For
mobile prey like tadpoles and sh, turtles
use hunting methods such as ambushing
or stalking.
Turtles have slow maturation rates; sexual
maturation in some species takes as long
as twenty years. Mating primarily occurs in
late spring and involves males courting
females. Once fertilization takes place,
females will usually travel to upland
nesting sites in June and July, excavate
a nest, lay their eggs, and cover the nest
with loose soil.
From August to September, hatchlings
will emerge and head for water and cover.
Prior to the onset of winter, turtles begin to
hibernate beneath soil and plant debris of
woodlands and prairies or in the mucky
bottoms along our waterways.

Essential to the Ecosystem
Turtles are a keystone species. These
important reptiles provide a role in the
aquatic food web that is essential to an
entire chain of linked species, habitats,
and ecosystem services. Without turtles
in our waterways, they can degrade and
collapse, and other species’ populations
and ecosystem functions can be lost.
Turtles help maintain water quality by
removing sources of harmful bacteria
when they eat carcasses of sh and other
animals that die in our waterways. Turtles
are also essential in keeping sh habitat
and wetland areas thriving! As turtles get
older, they eat progressively more seeds
and vegetable matter, rather than protein.
They cycle nutrients in their guts and
shells, and with the seeds in their guts,
(Continued on page 7)
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It’s mid-autumn now, time for sweeping
fallen leaves oﬀ the lawn and shredding
them for mulch. Time to prepare new beds
for spring planting. Rake-in-hand, we
survey our spent garden, taking pride in
how well some of our schemes worked out
and making mental notes of how to extend
our successes in the next growing season.
At this time of year, it is instinctive for
gardeners to look back and make plans for
paying forward. A personal goal of our
garden activity is to provide habitat for a
diverse population of indigenous fauna,
especially invertebrates and amphibians,
at a time when their global habitats are
shrinking. Let’s see how looking backpaying forward moves our garden
towards this goal.

Bees and butteries emerging from winter
hibernation were a sure sign that spring
was underway. The rst buttery to awake
from diapause in our garden last spring
was a mourning cloak, spied sunning on a
birch log. The mid-summer garden was
home to many buttery and moth species
and their caterpillars. The last buttery to
leave the party was a clouded sulfur, found
nectaring on a dandelion in October. Each
species needs specic host plants for egglaying and feeding hungry caterpillars. In
the coming season, we will plant the hosts
of butteries observed in our area (see
wisconsinbutteries.org) and in addition,
we will add plants that provide nectar for
adults at the beginning and end of their
ight season when nourishment is scarce.

In early
May, a two
spotted
bumblebee
queen
emerged
from
hibernation
and
searched
the lawn
for an
abandoned
rodent hole
in which to
start her
colony. Lucky for us, she chose one in an
easily observable area. We watched the
activity at the nest entrance from spring to
early autumn. Bumblebees from this nest
frequently visited nearby purple
coneowers. The workers collected
pollen and nectar from the blossoms and
the males and gynes (next year’s queens)
used the leaves to have a good time.
There are many threats to bumblebee
survival (see xerces.org) and we will pay
forward by “talking up” ways to protect
them to anyone who will listen.

Wisconsin is home to twelve species of
frogs. Treefrogs and northern leopard
frogs were everywhere in our garden last
summer. They are nocturnal hunters and
rest during the day. Treefrogs
conspicuously rested atop our garlic
chives. Leopard frogs chose hidden
resting places. In the coming season,
we will expand the reproduction,
hunting, and resting sites for these and
other amphibians by enlarging our sedge
meadow/rain garden, and replacing turf
with native sedges along our lakeshore
and culvert bank.

And who will eat the frogs and friends in
our garden’s mini-wetlands? Well, at the
end of August a pair of whopping cranes
spent a few days hanging with some
sandhills in the Horicon Marsh on their
journey south. That’s not so far away from
Beaver Dam Lake. My fantasy is that next
year these magnicent birds might stop
by for a meal.
——————————
Photos by Michael Aita

New Board Member
Ty Letto is a new BDLIA Board of Directors member. Ty grew up in Hartford, WI and moved to Beaver
Dam in January of 2001. His children grew up in Beaver Dam attending BDHS. He graduated with a BS
in Sociology and has a Masters of Science in Management. Currently, Ty is the Director of Student
Information Systems for the Oﬃce of Learning and Information Technology Services, UW System
Administration. He served for 22 years in the US Army and Wisconsin Army National Guard retiring in
2008 as a Chief Warrant Oﬃcer 4, Legal Administrator. His service includes three years in Germany
during the Cold War, witnessing the fall of the wall, and serving in Baghdad, Iraq as a part of Detainee
Operations in 2005. Ty loves to serve his community, and some examples are 22 years in the military,
8 years on the Good Shepherd Church council, 5 years as the Commander of the Beaver Dam VFW Post,
and 7 years with the Juneau Fire Department. He sees serving as a board member as another way to give
back to his community and help to make it a better place for generations to come.

Threats
Most of Wisconsin’s turtle species breed
in late May through June, and they often
move across roads to lay their eggs in
nests on higher ground like roadsides.
Road mortality is a leading cause of their
decline. The predation of turtle nests by
raccoons, fox, skunks, and coyotes is
another major problem.

(Continued from page 5)

they spread new plants around as they
move through their home range.
Scientists are untangling other turtle
mysteries such as their grand impact on
soil formation and health. Turtles, like
amphibians, are excellent indicators of
environmental pollution challenges. Due
to their place in the food web, they can
accumulate high levels of toxins such as
mercury, lead, DDT, and PCBs in their
bodies, alerting monitoring researchers
to pollution concerns.

Since the DNR began seeking
information about turtle sightings and
crossings in 2012, people have provided
more than 7,500 reports, with roughly
half of those identifying turtle crossing
areas. Such reports have substantially
increased awareness and education,
boosting turtle conservation in the state.
Protection, Research, and Conservation
Research shows that turtle nest predation
rates have sky-rocketed in recent
decades because of increased mammal
populations. This has resulted in low
hatch rates in many areas of the state.
Scientists estimate that if this high nest
predation continues for a generation

of turtles, some of the less common
species may decline to levels that are
unrecoverable, meaning the species
will become extinct in the state, and
common species may become much
less abundant.
If you spot a turtle in your yard from midMay to early June, it is likely looking for a
place to lay eggs. There are some simple
and proven nest protection methods that
can be used to improve turtle nesting
success. To nd out more on how you
can help protect a nest or report a turtle
crossing, see the Wisconsin Turtle
Conservation Program at https://
wiatri.net/inventory/witurtles.
Prehistoric creatures covered in armor,
turtles have many amazing traits vital to
maintaining heathy waters. You can make
a diﬀerence in turtle conservation on our
local waterbody by increasing their
habitat with sh sticks and other tree
drop projects, bolstering native aquatic
vegetation, and being mindful and
watchful when you see them crossing
roads or building nests.

PO Box 33
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to improve and protect
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current
and future generations.

A new publication “Shoreline Stabilization-A Guide for Homeowners and Conservationists on
Inland Lakes and Flowages” was created based on practices used in northern Wisconsin lakes’
projects. Check out https://wisconsinlandwater.org/members-hub/conservation-resources/
shoreline to nd out more about this publication.
On Wednesday, December 15, from 9:00 a.m.-Noon, you are invited to attend An Introduction to
the Shoreline Stabilization Outreach Project webinar. This webinar will discuss the process and
participants involved with creating the publication as well as the background leading up to its
development. Further discussion will go through the lakeshore protection technical design
methods and reference some WDNR permitting examples specic to projects and techniques
used in various counties. Project examples will be shared by Stacy Dehne (DATCP) as well as
Travis Tulowitzky (Bayeld County) and Heather Palmquist (Iron County).
One Professional Development Hour (PDH) will be provided.
Register at https://conta.cc/3klnBeE by Monday, December 13. If you don’t receive a
conrmation email, please email Penny@wisconsinlandwater.org

Reminder:
Renew Your
Membership or
Join Today! Call
(920) 356-1200

