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In August, Bill Foley lead a team 

of volunteers to assist the WDNR 

in cleaning up an overgrown area 

near the boat ramp at the end of 

Mill Road.  The area off the boat 

ramp is quite shallow and it is not 

an easy ramp for launching in the 

summer time.  The grounds are 

currently used for shore fishing 

and in the winter time for walking 

and driving lake access. 

 

While inspecting various boat 

landings around the lake, Bill 

Foley noted that the area  

would benefit from a buffer 

strip which would greatly im-

prove erosion conditions. 

 

Mike Ring, WDNR Land 

Technician, brush hogged the 

area and brought in equipment 

to clear the brush and over-

grown area.  BDLIA volun-

teers, including volunteers 

from the Senior Center Fish-

ing Club, pitched in raking, 

Fall Fish Stocking on Beaver Dam Lake  
Fish Stocking program ramps up to replenish lake from last year’s harsh winter and to enrich 

the overall fishing experience on Beaver Dam Lake.  

This fall BDLIA stocked:  

 14,000 - 3 to 5” perch 

 14,000 - 3 to 5” blue gills 

 4,000 - 3 to 5” bass 

 200 -   12 to 16” northern 

into Beaver Dam Lake. 

 

The association spent $18,000 in 

stocking programs which is about 

40% more than usual.  “The Lake 

had a difficult winter and the 

association felt it was important 

to increase its usual budget to 

help replenish the Lake,” stated 

Randy Schade, chair of the Fish 

Program Committee. 

 

The association’s fish program 

has three goals: 1) to provide 

more pan and game fish for area 

fishing enthusiasts; 2) to have 

predator fish to help control the 

rough game fish; and 3) to keep a 

balance in the fish population.  

BDLIA also realizes that the 

better the fishing is on Beaver 

Dam Lake the more we will at-

tract people to the Beaver Dam 

area and help the local economy. 

 

The funds for our fish programs 

come from membership dues, 

donations and contributions to 

the association, the annual fund-

raising banquet and local fish 

tournaments who turn over pro-

ceeds to BDLIA.  “Without the 

efforts of our solicitation and 

banquet committees we would 

not be able to support this ambi-

tious of a program,” stated Bill 

Foley, Vice President of BDLIA. 

 

BDLIA was also fortunate to 

receive a county conservation aid 

grant.  These grants are provided 

to enhance county fish and wild-

life programs with the manage-

ment of the grant provided by the 

UW-Extension.  The revenue for 

these programs comes from hunt-

ing and fishing license sales and 

state sales tax on hunting and 

fishing equipment.  This funding 

is determined by the proportional 

area of Dodge County is to the 

state as a whole.  It is funds gath-

ered in our area returned and 

invested in our lake. 

 

In addition to the above, the 

DNR placed approximately 

240,000 walleye fingerlings in 

the Lake this past spring.  The 

DNR’s Walleye Initiative plans 

on placing this same amount in 

2016.  For 2015 the BDLIA is 

working in cooperation with the 

DNR and the Aquaculture Pro-

gram of the UW-Extension to op-

erate its walleye hatchery this 

coming spring.  See related story 

on the hatchery on page 4. 

 

The fisheries are part of the com-

prehensive Lake Management Plan 

being developed for Beaver Dam 

Lake.  “We will be looking at all 

aspects of improving and protect-

ing Beaver Dam Lake including 

the development of a fisheries 

strategy that will meet our long 

term goals,” stated Bill Boettge, 

President of BDLIA.  “Fish pro-

grams are an important part of 

BDLIA activities.” 
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grubbing and clearing the 

brush and stumps.  The 100 

yard strip was seeded.  

 

“It is our (BDLIA’s) intent to 

continue to do projects like 

this to improve the public 

areas around the lake as well 

as projects in the lake such as 

improving areas for fish habi-

tat,” stated Bill Foley. 

 

 

 www.bdlia.org 

 www.bdla.org 

Special thanks to our 
PRESIDENTIAL LEVEL sponsors 

Tim Hoyman, Onterra 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to improve and protect  
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current 

and future generations. 

Reminder: 

 Order your Beaver Dam 

Lake Calendar! 

www.bdlia.org  
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PO Box 33 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

DNR and BDLIA Clean up  

Best Wishes  
for a  

Happy Holiday Season  
from BDLIA 



Seventy people submitted 370 pictures in BDLIA’s photo contest.  Winners were recog-

nized at the October BDLIA board meeting.  
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Lake Management Plan Update  

weed and Eurasian Milfoil were also 

found 

 

The shoreline assessment portion of the 

data collection was completed in October. 

It categorizes the shoreline, including 35 
feet back from the shoreline, from urban-

ized to natural/undeveloped areas.  This 

information will be used to prioritize areas 

for restoration and protection that would 
have benefit to the Beaver Dam Lake eco 

system. Onterra continued gathering data 

on the watershed area and continued col-

lecting and analyzing  water quality data.   

 

During the shoreline assessment coarse 

woody debris along the water’s edge will 
be mapped and described.  This type of 

structure is important habitat for fish and 

other aquatic organisms and is useful in 

determining if the lake management plan 

should include the enhancement of woody 

structure in the lake. 

 

After a winter of analyzing the data, On-
terra will meet with the Planning Commit-

tee in early spring to make its first presenta-

tion of completed studies.  The final Beaver 

Dam Lake Management Plan will be pre-

sented at an open meeting in August 2015. 

 

From left: Daryl Frank, Nathon Simon, 

Pirkko Moilanen, Amanda Frank 

 

BDLIA held its first annual Beaver Dam 

Lake Photo Contest earlier this fall.  People 

were asked to submit photographs of lake 

scenes and lake activities.  There were three 

categories including water scenes, wildlife 

and recreation.  Seventy persons entered the 

contest and submitted 370 pictures.  “It cer-

tainly proves we have a very picturesque 

lake and people love to take photographs of 

all the wonderful scenes and fun lake activi-

ties,” said Jessica Jacobson, BDLIA mem-

ber who headed up the contest for the Asso-

ciation.  The Association was very pleased 

to have the Beaver Dam Area Arts Associa-

tion volunteers judge the contest. 

 

The winners of the contest were: 

Grand Prize – Nathan Simon 

Recreation Category – Daryl Frank 

Water Scene Category – Amanda Frank 

Wildlife Category – Pirkko Moilanen 

 

To share some of the many beautiful pic-

tures entered in the contest, BDLIA decided 

to produce a 2015 calendar using some of 

the photographs.  See related story on page 

4. 

 

To see winning photographs go to bdlia.org. 

BDLIA is looking for a 

volunteer to post pictures 

and news on our Facebook 

page. 

 

Please contact Diane 

at BDLIA 

9 2 0 - 3 5 6 - 1 2 0 0  

bdliainc@yahoo.com 

To save dates 

Hammes 
Fire & Safety 

Residential & Commercial 

 Security/Burglar Systems 
 24 Hour Central Station 
 Low Monthly Monitory Fee 
 Closed Circuit TV 
 Video Surveillance 
 Fire Alarm Systems 
 

www.hammesfire.com 
1105 DeClark Street, #2 W 

Free 
Estimates! 

New & Used Boats, 

N5350 Club Grounds Rd. 

Juneau, Wisconsin  

920-386-0175 

www.oxbomarine.com 

The Springs 
Pub & Grill 

  

On Beaver Dam Lake 
Boat Launch & Lake Access 

Located on snowmobile trail 

Large Sandwich Menu 
  

Serving food 11 a.m.— 9 p.m. 

Open  Thursday thru Sunday 
  

N9070 Cty. F,  Randolph, WI 

(920) 928-3269 

Beaver Dam Senior Center Woodshop 
114 E. Third St., Beaver Dam   920-

887-4639 

Our specialty is bird houses and feeders, but we also 
make custom projects upon request. Bring in your 
idea, pattern and materials and our crew will bring 
them to life! We accept donations of wood, but please 
contact our office for prior approval. 

Woodshop Hours: Mon.—Fri. 8am—Noon 

Bird Houses    Bat houses 
Bird Feeders   Custom projects 

Butterfly House 
And more! 

PLATE SPECIALS   SOUPS  

SANDWICHES    SIDE ORDERS  

HO-MADE  PIZZA 

 NOON SPECIALS    CARRY OUTS  

FRIDAY FISH FRY 

1201 Madison St.  

Beaver Dam, WI  (920) 885-2121 
Banquet Facilities—For All Occasions 

Annual Banquet March 24, 2015 

 

Residents in the Beaver Dam Lake area learned about the lake management plan at a 

public meeting on Saturday, August 23, 2014 with BDLIA’s contracted consultant, Tim 

Hoyman, of Onterra LLC. Work continues through the fall.  

Photo contest Winners Recognized  

This past August, approximately 60 people 

attended the presentation by Tim Hoyman, 

owner of Onterra a Lake Planning firm from 

DePere, WI.  Hoyman stated the purpose of 
developing a lake management plan is to cre-

ate an understanding of the lake’s positive and 

negative attributes, find ways to build on the 

positive and minimize the negative, foster 
realistic expectations about the lake and create 

a snapshot of the lake for future use.  

 

The process for this begins with collecting of 

environmental and sociological data.  The 
sociological data is collected through public 

meetings and a major survey that has already 

been completed.  The ecological data includes 

studying water quality, watershed assessment, 
aquatic plant surveys, fisheries data integra-

tion and shoreline assessment.  Tim Hoyman 

pointed out that Onterra is building on the data 
collected and work done by Environmental 

Horizons, BDLIA’s first consultant. 

 

The aquatic plant survey has been conducted.  
Thousands of data points in the lake were 

checked for types of plants, depth of water and 

lake sediment.  From the plant survey the fol-

lowing facts were presented: 

 Just 14% of the lake has aquatic plants 

 Sago pondweed is the predominate plant 

 Invasive species including curly leaf pond-

BDLIA is looking for a 

Volunteer to Help with 

Facebook 

EnvironmenTONN Services 

Eco-Green 

Care 
“People you Can Trust” 

With 139 Years Combined Experience 

 

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003 

Randolph, WI 920-326-3727 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zebra mussels have been spreading throughout 

the waters of the US for the past 30 years and 

this year it became obvious as piers were pulled 

out, that they’ve finally arrived in great num-

bers in Beaver Dam.  

  

Zebra mussels were introduced to the Great 

Lakes around 1985 and were most likely 

brought to the US in the ballast of ships travel-

ling from fresh water Eurasian ports.  By 1994 

more than 20 states in the eastern half of the 

country reported infestations.  Locally, Fox 

Lake was first to report the problem. 

 

The mussels feed by filtering microscopic plants 

(primarily algae), animals and debris from the 

water and, in spite of their size, are capable of 

processing almost a liter of water per day.  They 

begin to breed at about one year and can produce 

over 40,000 eggs in a reproductive cycle and up 

to one million in a spawning season. 

 

The WDNR lists the zebra mussel as an invasive 

species because of their negative impact on our 

lakes, streams and rivers.  The mussels are very 

prolific and their feeding method leads to greater 

water clarity which in turn reduces the food sup-

ply for other organisms and fish and promotes 

weed growth.  Beaver Dam could use more 

weeds but too many can inhibit the ability of 

sight feeding fish such as walleye and northern to 

find food and can also create problems for any-

one wanting to recreate on the water.  The mus-

sels can also promote the growth of blue-green-

algae because they avoid this type of algae when 

feeding. 

 

According to the WDNR and the USGS there is 

no known way to control zebra mussels once 

they’ve established themselves and it appears that 

they’ve done just that in Beaver Dam.  As a pre-

caution, we recommend that anyone entering the 

water wear some sort of foot protection and, if 

your boat is on a lift, be sure to keep the lower 

unit out of the water to prevent colonies from 

blocking water intakes.  If you would like more 

information on zebra mussels, check out the 

WDNR and USGS websites.   

 

The BDLIA will continue to monitor the situa-

tion and update members on any developments.         

Zebra Mussels Found Prevalent in 

Beaver Dam Lake 
Many lake residents report finding zebra mussels attached to piers and boat lifts. 



Jack (Buck) Raith 
Phone 920-887-1211 

Also 920-349-8509 & 920-349-3583 
CELL: 920-382-2514 

 
N4525 Hazelwood Road. 

Hustisford, WI 53034 
www.rrhome.biz 

Rock River 

Home Improvement 

Lakes Group Votes to Support  
Action to Protect Water  

BDLIA Board Member 

Appointed to County 

Committee  

Bill Foley, Vice President of BDLIA, was ap-

pointed in April of this year to the Dodge 
County Land Conservation Committee by Russ 

Kottke, Chairman of the Dodge County Board.  

This committee oversees such programs as the 

Farmland Preservation Program, Non-point 
Source Pollution Control, Dodge County Ma-

nure Storage Ordinance and Land and Water 

Resources Management Program.  All members 

of the committee are county supervisors except 

for Bill who was appointed as an advocate for 

water resources. 

 

The committee works with County Conserva-
tionist Marc Bethke.  Marc and the committee 

rely on various supporting groups such as 

WDNR, USDA and USGS, which provide tech-

nical support and present funding opportunities 
for these programs. 

 

“As a representative of the lake communities my 

particular concern will be the conservation of 
our land water resources for the mutual benefit 

of lake and agriculture stakeholders,” stated Bill 

Foley. 

 
He concluded, “We are fortunate to have the 

recreational benefits of the lakes and rivers in 

our communities complemented by an excep-

tional rural environment.  With the ongoing 
support from the BDLIA and other lake organi-

zations we will be able to be good stewards for 

our waterways.” 

Representatives of five of the Dodge County 

lakes attended the Dodge County Lakes 

Group (DCLG) meeting on October 15, 

2014.  They voted unanimously to support to 

a resolution being considered by the County 

Board regarding on-farm liquid manure man-

agement systems.  This resolution recognizes 

that an increasing volume of liquid manure is 

being generated by expanding dairy and live-

stock operations and the need for alternative 

on-farm liquid manure management systems 

to protect our lakes, waterways and ground-

water. 

 

This is the first pro-active action that the 

DCLG has taken in its increasing concern 

about Dodge County’s water resources.  This 

past year the group has discussed and been 

made aware of the increasing dangers to our 

water resources and have produced an educa-

tional brochure, but has not reached out to 

governmental bodies and passed resolutions 

addressing these issues. 

 

“While we are working hard at protecting 

and improving our Beaver Dam Lake, we 

realize that by speaking as a voice of all 

lakes and waterways in Dodge County, we 

have a ‘louder’ voice in warning of the chal-

lenges facing our Dodge County water re-

sources,” stated Bill Boettge, President of 

BDLIA.  “That is why BDLIA is active in 

and supports the DCLG,” he continued.  

 

The group had Denny Caneff, Executive 

Director of the River Alliance of Wisconsin 

address the attendees on citizen advocacy, 

which means, ‘delivering values and opin-

ions to decision makers to shape public pol-

icy.’  Denny pointed out that successful citi-

zen advocacy includes among other things: 

 Has passion for the issue 

 Are willing to “be political” 

 Develop relationships with elected repre-

sentatives at all levels of government 

 Understand that values are as important as 

facts 

 Have lots of patience and persistence 

 

The DCLG also unanimously adopted a mis-

sion statement for the group, “The DCLG 

advocates to protect and improve the lakes, 

waterways and groundwater within Dodge 

County.” 

 

The next meeting of the DCLG will be this 

coming spring but in the meantime updates 

on issues affecting the water of Dodge 

County will be exchanged between lake 

groups where appropriate action will be 

taken by the group. 
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individuals.  “All the activities, programs and the 

development of the Beaver Dam Lake Manage-

ment Plan couldn’t happen without the support 

of the businesses and individuals in the Beaver 

Dam area,” stated Bill Boettge, President.  “We 

are very appreciative of their support.  They 

value the Beaver Dam Lake and want to see it 

become an even more valuable asset to the area.” 

 

Shown above are appreciation plaques being 

presented to some of the fine sponsors of 

BDLIA’s Annual Banquet. 
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Just about everyone shops Amazon, espe-

cially with the holiday season upon us.  Do 

your shopping through AmazonSmile and a 

0.5% of your purchase will given to the 

Beaver Dam Lake Improvement Associa-

tion as a donation from the Amazon Foun-

dation.  There is no cost to you.  Use the 

following link to access AmazonSmile and 

choose the Association.     

 

Solicitation begins for Annual Banquet 

March 24, 2015 
Planning for the Annual Banquet began in October for the association’s largest event and 

major fundraising project. 

The date for the BDLIA Annual Banquet is set 

for Tuesday, March 24, 2015.  At the kickoff 

meeting of the Banquet Committee there was 

excitement and commitment to make this the 

biggest and best for the attendees.  “We are ask-

ing people to circle the date on their calendar and 

plan on supporting the association with their 

attendance at this fun event,”stated Bill Foley, 

Vice President of BDLIA and Events Coordina-

tor. 

 

The event will be held at Bayside Supper Club 

with doors opening at 5:00 pm.  “We have al-

ready secured some great prizes including over-

night packages at the Kalahari Resort at the 

Dells,” stated Wes Nosek, BDLIA board member 

and Chair of the Solicitation Committee. 

 

The solicitation committee is made up of over 20 

volunteers who call on over 400 businesses and 

The October 15th meeting of the Dodge County Lakes Group took steps to become 

better advocates for water protection and voted to support a resolution regarding 

better management of on-farm liquid manure.  

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials 

Nice bar with a view of the game 

from every angle! 

 

PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ 

709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam 

  Front Desk 

920-356-9000 

Amazon Christmas 

Shopping Can Help 

BDLIA 

www.anbnet.com 

 

Best Wishes  
for a  

Happy Holiday Season  
from BDLIA 

BDLIA Board of Directors meets at 

7:00 p.m. the last Tuesday of 

every month at the Beaver Dam 

Quality Inn and Suites, 4th Floor, 

815 Park Ave.   The public is in-

vited to attend and input will be 

taken at the start of each meet-

ing.  No meeting will be held the 

month of December.    

This 4 page brochure was produced by the 

Dodge County Lakes Group to alert the 

citizens to the value of our water resources 
and the challenges they face. 

 



Beaver Dam Bay Marina 
W9276 Hwy. G 

Beaver Dam, WI 
PH: (920) 219-

9200 
FAX: 920-319-4096 

www.beaverdambaymarina.com 
 

  We are your new local dealer for: 
WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats 
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors 

SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts 
 

Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel 
Trailers - Piers - Lifts  

 

BDLIA Prepares for Walleye Hatchery 
Continuing a long tradition BDLIA will operate a walleye hatchery this coming 

spring to help supply Beaver Dam Lake with several million walleye fry.  
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Fish Program Committee met with Jim 

Held, Aquaculture Outreach Specialist of 

the UW-Extension.  Pictured from left to 

right; Mike Gade, Dan Hupf, Jim Held, 

Randy Schade and Pete Hupf.  

 

BDLIA has operated a walleye hatchery 

for many years, dating back to 1997.  It 

has been a part of BDLIA’s overall fish 

stocking program which has three goals: 1) 

to provide more pan and game fish for area 

fishing enthusiasts; 2) to have predator fish 

to help control the rough game fish; and 3) 

to keep a balance in the fish population.  

BDLIA also realizes that the better the 

fishing is on Beaver Dam Lake the more 

we will attract people to the Beaver Dam 

area and help the local economy. 

 

Beaver Dam Lake has a long history of 

being a good fishing lake and walleye is 

one of the key fish that is sought by many 

of the anglers fishing this lake.  In 2010, 

the last year the DNR did an extensive fish 

survey, it was estimated that the lake had 

an adult population of walleye (over 15”) 

of 4,000 to 6,600 or approximately .6 to 1 

adult walleye per acre. 

 

The DNR has had an extensive walleye 

stocking program for many years in Wis-

consin lakes.  Currently this program pro-

vides key Wisconsin lakes, including Bea-

On two warm and sunny days last September, 

12 volunteers from BDLIA, headed by Bob 

Roell Project Manager, joined with a number 

of DNR employees, tagged approximately 

3,000 carp on Beaver Dam Lake.  These carp 

were captured and penned by Dillon Com-

mercial Fishing.  The fish were tagged by 

clipping the left front fin and then released 

back into the lake.  Also, a subset of fish 

were measured for length, weighed and 

“vouchered” for later determination of sex 

and age. 

 

Phase II of the project is the capture of ap-

proximately 6,000 carp at a time later this fall 

or early winter.  All the captured fish will be 

examined and the marked and unmarked fish 

counts will be taken.  The captured fish will 

Carp Bio-Mass Survey will Aid in De-

velopment of Carp Strategy  
BDLIA funded a Carp bio-mass survey to obtain accurate estimates of the 

carp population to help develop strategies to manage Carp in the lake. 

Special thanks to our DIRECTOR LEVEL Sponsors 

Our Supportive Grants 

Special thanks to our 
EXECUTIVE LEVEL Sponsors 

Kubota—Stihl—Scag— 

Simplicity—Honda—Toro 

 
N8309 Kellom Rd., Beaver Dam, WI 

 

ver Dam Lake, 35 fingerlings per acre of lake 

every other year.  That is approximately 

220,000 walleye fingerlings for Beaver Dam 

Lake, which were placed in the lake earlier 

this spring. 

 

This past September the Fish Program Com-

mittee met with Laura Stremick-Thompson, 

Senior Fish Biologist for the DNR, and were 

encouraged to continue to operate the BDLIA 

walleye fish hatchery program in the years 

the DNR does not stock the lake. 

 

While there is good natural reproduction of 

walleye it has been the opinion that we 

should supplement the DNR stocking pro-

gram with the operation of our walleye 

hatchery, at least until we achieve an inter-

mediate goal of two 2 adult walleye per acre, 

up from the estimate in 2010 of .6 to 1 per 

acre. 

There are new regulations to operate a fish 

hatchery and some new and better operation 

processes.  To get the “walleye wagon”, the 

name for the trailer housing the hatchery, up 

to standards, the Fish Program Committee 

met with Jim Held, Aquaculture Outreach 

Specialist of the UW-Extension in October to 

review its proposed walleye hatchery pro-

gram for the spring of 2015. 

 

then be kept by the commercial fishermen. 

There are six goals and objectives of this 

carp survey: 

 Quantify the carp population (total num-

ber) 

 Estimate the carp bio-mass (pounds per 

acre) 

 Estimate internal phosphorus “load” 

from sediment and re-suspension and 

phosphorus regeneration caused by the 

carp 

 Estimate impacts of carp on habitat loss 

and develop realistic habitat objectives 

 Estimate impact of carp in water quality 

degradation and develop water quality 

objectives 

 Examine carp management alternatives 

and develop realistic carp management 

objectives 

The BDLIA board voted to go ahead with 

this survey at the same time that we had 

contracted with Onterra to develop a Bea-

ver Dam Lake Management Plan, because 

carp management is a key piece to the over-

all management of the lake.  An additional 

benefit would be the opportunity to get a 

step ahead so the next grant requests for 

implementation can be sought. 

 

A complete report on this survey will be 

placed on the BDLIA website bdlia.org as 

soon as it is available, and a follow up arti-

cle will be in the spring issue of this news-

letter. 

BDLIA 2015 Calendar - 

Now Available! 

The BDLIA Photo Contest produced  370 en-
tries of beautiful lake scenes. The BDLIA 

board agreed with Jessica Jacobson, who 

headed up the Photo Contest, that we have to 

share these photos with everyone that enjoys 
the Lake.  What better way to do that than pro-

duce a calendar that highlights these pictures? 

 

The calendar is available through BDLIA for 
$10 plus $3 for shipping and handling.  You 

can order by phone at 920-356-1200,  via the 

website at bdlia.org, stop in the office at 211 

South Spring St, Suite 3, or use the order form  
enclosed. 

 

Proceeds are reinvested back into your lake.  

It’s a great way to support BDLIA’s protection 
and improvement of Beaver Dam Lake. 

 

http://www.weeres.com
http://www.evinrude.com/en-US/

