PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

BEAVER DAM, WI
PERMIT NO. 266

BEAVER DAM

PO Box 33
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED

NEWSLETTER
www.bdlia.org
FEB. 2015

VOL. 14, Issue 1
MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to improve and protect
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current
and future generations.

Reminder:
Extra Beaver Dam Lake
Calendars Available!
Stop in the office.

Many great prizes await participants at this year’s banquet to be held at the
Bayside Supper Club on Tuesday, March 24.

“This is a really fun evening and I wouldn’t miss
it,” said Amy McQuin after attending last year’s
banquet. “There is a
great variety of things to
win, the dinner is great
and I’m supporting Beaver Dam Lake.”

Annual Banquet
Reserve your tickets now
for the annual fund raiser.
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Special thanks to our
PRESIDENTIAL LEVEL sponsors
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Healthy Lakes Initiative

BDLIA Promotes DNR grant program that funds simple ways for
property owners to create habitat restoration and runoff and erosion control.
was February 1, 2015. As of
Last November, the DNR anCity of Beaver Dam, exthe writing of this article the
nounced the development of a
pressed interest in participatgrant submission was in the
fund for local projects on WI
ing in the project. Most of the
final stages of preparation. An
lakes. At the BDLIA board
interest expressed was in the
update will be published in
meeting in November the
installation of native plantthe next newsletter.
board approved a resolution to
ings, upland rain gardens and
become a grant sponsor. At the
placement of rock infiltration
same time we sent a letter to
pits or trenches.
the membership advising them
of the project and asking interEach project is capped at
ested owners to contact the
$1,000 and requires a 75/25
association office.
match. The deadline for submission of the grant request
Nine members, including the

Attend BDLIA Annual Banquet on March 24th
for fun, food and prizes
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A new series
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Invite your friends and neighbors
to join you at this year’s 19th
annual banquet. Win one of the
two $1,000 cash prizes, or a getaway at the Kalahari or Chula
Vista resorts at the Dell’s. How
about two Packer tickets to a
regular season game or update
your yard with a package including two custom built Adirondack
chairs and a custom built fire pit
ring? There is over $25,000 in
merchandise, cash and certificates that will be raffled or auctioned.
There will be five theme boards
with over $1,000 in prizes on
each board. From guns on the
hunting board to one-half hog on
the food board and St Croix rods
on the fishing board there are
prizes here that everyone can
win.
The best way to win your share
of these prize packages is to pur-

chase a $100 raffle ticket packet.
Included in the $100 packet is
$200 worth of raffle tickets consisting of:
6 tickets for each of 5 themed
boards (30 tickets @ $5 each)
A $150 Value.
3 tickets for $1,000 grand prize
(3 tickets @ 3/$20)
A $20 Value.
25 tickets for bucket raffles (25
tickets @ 15/$20)
A $30 Value.
The total ticket pack value is
$200.
For dinner you have a choice of
Bayside’s famous prime rib dinner or a delicious seafood platter.
Both are served with a baked
potato, vegetable, salad and coffee.

OFFICE
PO Box 33, 211 S. Spring St., Beaver Dam, WI 53916 | 920-356-1200

www.bdla.org

And the best part is all proceeds go
to BDLIA’s programs and activities that protect and improve Beaver Dam Lake.
A reservation form is enclosed in
this newsletter. Mail the form to
the BDLIA office, or call in your
reservation at 920-356-1200. You
can also register at Total Business
Products, 205 DeClark Street,
Beaver Dam. Deadline for reservations is March 10, 2015.

Beaver Dam
Lake Improvement Assn.

dates

Now Mailing

Lake Management Plan Update
The Beaver Dam Lake Management Plan will be presented this August at the BDLIA
annual meeting.

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials

Nice bar with a view of the game
from every angle!
PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ
709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam

Hammes
Fire & Safety
Residential & Commercial








Security/Burglar Systems
24 Hour Central Station
Low Monthly Monitory Fee
Closed Circuit TV
Free
Video Surveillance
Fire Alarm Systems
Estimates!

www.hammesfire.com
1105 DeClark Street, #2 W
Beaver Dam, WI . (920) 885-9333

New & Used Boats,

N5350 Club Grounds Rd.
Juneau, Wisconsin
920-386-0175
www.oxbomarine.com

The Springs
Pub & Grill
On Beaver Dam Lake
Boat Launch & Lake Access
Located on snowmobile trail
Large Sandwich Menu
Serving food 11 a.m.— 9 p.m.
Open Thursday thru Sunday
N9070 Cty. F, Randolph, WI
(920) 928-3269

One of the final
steps in the
development of
the
Beaver
Dam
Lake
Management
Plan will take
place at two
meetings
this
spring of the
Planning Committee.
The
first
meeting
scheduled is on
March 11. The
meetings will
Tim Hoyman, Onterra LLC be facilitated
by Onterra, the
contracted specialist completing the study, and
will be conducted to develop the following:

During the past few months Onterra has
been completing their analysis from the
data they collected in 2014 including:
 Water quality analysis
 Shoreland condition assessment
 Course woody habitat assessment
 Watershed review
 Aquatic plant survey and lake bed
condition
 Fisheries data integration
 Input from lake community
After the Planning Committee completes
their work, Onterra will finalize the Lake
Management Plan and present it to the
BDLIA Board of Directors for their review
and input. On Saturday, August 22, 2015
the plan will be presented to the BDLIA
membership at the Annual Meeting.

1. Prepare and identify an in-depth knowledge
of the conditions and ecological process
within Beaver Dam Lake. Onterra staff will
present study results and information on creating the framework of the implementation plan.

“This has been a long time in the making,”
stated Bill Boettge President of BDLIA,
“and we are excited that it will be completed this year. Then comes the even better part, the implementation phase, and the
work to meet goals to improve and protect
Beaver Dam Lake.”

2. An understanding of suitable management
alternatives for the lake and possible outcomes
with the development of realistic actions for
the management of the lake.

Get your

3. Begin the development of an Implementation Plan containing specific management
actions that would guide BDLIA in meeting
their management goals. The final implementation plan would be developed at the final
Planning Committee meeting.

Beginning with this issue we are mailing the
newsletter to all members. In the past, members
who had email addresses were not mailed the
newsletter. However, many of you stated you
wished to save the issue and share it with family
members and neighbors but it was difficult to
print. So we are mailing the printed newsletter
and ask you to share it with family and friends
and invite them to join BDLIA.

BDLIA Begins
Annual Solicitation
Drive
BDLIA is in the middle of its annual solicitation drive to support their many programs
and activities. The solicitation drive and
the annual fundraising banquet produces
80% of the funds needed to operate our
programs and activities. Without a successful drive, programs like fish stocking, Fish
‘n Fun, and winter aeration would not be
possible.

TICKET NOW

One of the donations received for this year’s
banquet is a $700 wood pellet grill from Gary
Propst of Earth Sense Energy System.

The Planning Committee consists of nine
members appointed by BDLIA, for the purposes of transparency and to develop realistic
goals. The committee is made up of a diverse
group of people who have an interest in the
lake and the surrounding communities. The
committee has diversity by age, backgrounds
and interests in the lake with only two members from the BDLIA Board of Directors.

Fishing Contest, Feb. 28
Annual Banquet March 24, 2015

Meet
Your Board Members
The Beaver Dam Lake Improvement Association is governed by an eleven
Member board. In the series, we introduce biographies of our board members.

Bill Boettge
Bill moved to a
home on Beaver
Dam Lake in 2008
from Washington,
DC where he had
spent his last 25
years wrapping up a career in the footwear
industry. He was elected to the BDLIA Board
in 2008 and soon became active in the work
of the association, along with his continued
work as financial manager of a corporation in
Milwaukee and as executive director of a
footwear foundation. He and his wife Evonne
enjoy pontoon riding on the lake as well gardening and landscape work at their home
when not busy with activities of their combined families including 7 children and 15
grandchildren. Bill was elected president of
BDLIA in 2013 and is one of the board members that has been active in securing DNR
grants for the development of a Beaver
Dam Lake Management Plan.

Mark Wagner

for the Annual Banquet

Mark Wagner and
his wife, Peggy, split
their time between a
Beaver Dam lake home near Fish
Camp and a home in McFarland. He repairs
nuclear medicine cameras and diagnostic

Beaver Dam Senior Center Woodshop
114 E. Third St., Beaver Dam 920887-4639
Bird Houses Bat houses
Bird Feeders Custom projects
Butterfly House
And more!
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Our specialty is bird houses and feeders, but we also
make custom projects upon request. Bring in your
idea, pattern and materials and our crew will bring
them to life! We accept donations of wood, but please
contact our office for prior approval.
Woodshop Hours: Mon.—Fri. 8am—Noon

To save

EnvironmenTONN Services
Eco-Green
Care
“People you Can Trust”
With 139 Years Combined Experience

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003
Randolph, WI 920-326-3727

equipment for hospitals in Wisconsin, the UP
of Michigan and Eastern Iowa. He has been a
Director on the BDLIA Board for about two
years. Mark is Financial Director of the organization and has been involved with many
Beaver Dam Lake Improvement Association
projects including working at the annual fund
raising banquet, manning the BDLIA information booth at Lake Days, and helping to develop the long range lake management plan
for Beaver Dam Lake. His favorite activities
at his lake home include fishing, playing with
his two grandkids on the front lawn next to the
lake, and outdoor entertaining of family and
friends during the spring, summer and fall
months. It is his hope that in the long term the
lake management plan will be completed and
implemented and for short term goals he
hopes that the association can maintain a good
fish population in
Beaver Dam Lake.

Randy Schade
Randy and his wife
Mary Beth live in
Beaver Dam. He is a
life-long resident of
Beaver Dam. His
favorite activities are fishing and boating on
Beaver Dam Lake. He also enjoys hunting and
going to the races at Beaver Dam Raceway
with his grown son, Kyle. He works at
Maysteel in Allenton as a lead person in the
Paint Tech Department. He was elected to the
BDLIA Board of Directors in 2012 and is the
Chairperson of the Fish Committee. Randy is
heavily involved with all activities of the Fish
Program: fish stocking; installing the aerators
every winter and taking them out every spring;
supervising the netting of walleyes every
spring and operating the walleye fish hatchery.
He and the Fish Committee work hard to
make fishing better on Beaver Dam Lake.
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Don Laabs, a great worker for BDLIA,
Beaver Dam Lake and the community
Don Laabs, a
dedicated leader
for over seventeen
years.

Don Laabs served longer on the BDLIA
board of directors than anyone else - seventeen years. He has been on the board
since BDLIA was formed in 1997. Before
that he was on the board of the Beaver
Dam Lake Property Owners. He and other
charter members of BDLIA felt the lake
organization should include all people who
enjoy and benefit from the Beaver Dam
Lake and not just the property owners. In
December of last year Don Laabs resigned
from BDLIA Board of Directors and numerous other non-profit organizations to
attend to his health.

ple to become part of something, the Beaverland Must Skis was formed. It was with the
same enthusiasm that got people to help Don
begin a community festival now known as
Lake Days.
The entire community owes Don and Jan a
BIG thank you but especially all of us as
members of BDLIA. Don had the vision of
an organization that would improve and protect Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current and future generations. Thank you Don.

BEAVER DAM LAKE IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION, INC
Board of Directors for 2014 – 2015
President
Bill Boettge, Term Expires 2015
Vice-President
William Foley, Term Expires 2015
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Richard Emerson, Term Expires 2015
Parliamentarian
Nancy Schraufnagel
Term Expires 2016
Directors
Mike Gade, Term Expires 2016
Peter Hupf, Term Expires 2016

Fish ‘n Fun set for
Saturday, June 6

Shoreline Protection
Help maintain healthy lakes and streams through shoreline protection measures.

BDLIA’s 2015 Fish ‘n Fun will be June 6th
at Edgewater Park in Beaver Dam. The event
is co-sponsored by BDLIA, Bass Anglers
and Beaver Dam Community Activities and
Services, Senior Fishing Club. Nancy
Schraufnagel chairs the event. Registration is
open to all children 4 to 12 years old.
There are learning stations on baits, lures,
knot tying, casting, boat safety, fish cleaning
and taxidermy. All registered children get a
free rod and reel as well as a bucket filled
with goodies and bait. Free lunch is included
in the event and help from volunteers to
teach kids how to fish from the shoreline.
Follow the radio and newspaper for announcements about registration dates.

James Mack, Term Expires 2015
Wes Nosek, Term Expires 2016
Randall Schade, Term Expires 2016
Mark Wagner, Term Expires 2016

A review of the BDLIA minutes finds that
Don was involved and active in all of the
organizations activities and programs. His
passion was membership and he was a
great recruiter for BDLIA. When you discussed the lake with Don you could feel
his love of the Lake and all the ways it
could be enjoyed. This was demonstrated
in his own life for on most summer days
you could see Don and Jan on the lake
with friends or taking special needs children and adults on pontoon rides.
His love of the Lake and what it means to
the community lead him to help form two
lake activities which have grown to be a
key part of our community; Lake Days and
the Must Skis. They both began shortly
after Don acquired the Beaver Dam Bay
Marina in 1991. His family and several
skier friends got together at the Marina and
along with Don’s ability to convince peo-

As a token of our appreciation, BDLIA, Lake
Days and the Beaverland Must-Skis purchased and dedicated a bench which will be
placed next to the lake at Tahoe Park. It’s
inscription reads, “In recognition of Don
Laabs and his dedication to Beaver Dam
Lake”. When people sit on the bench to enjoy a Must-Skis show or just to enjoy one of
Beaver Dam Lake’s beautiful sunsets, Don
will be very pleased that they too are enjoying the Lake he loves.

Special thanks to our
EXECUTIVE LEVEL Sponsors

PLATE SPECIALS SOUPS
SANDWICHES SIDE ORDERS
HO-MADE PIZZA
NOON SPECIALS CARRY OUTS
FRIDAY FISH FRY

1201 Madison St.
Beaver Dam, WI (920) 885-2121
Banquet Facilities—For All Occasions

BDLIA Board of Directors meets at 7:00
p.m. the last Tuesday of every month at
the Beaver Dam Quality Inn and Suites, 4th
Floor, 815 Park Ave. The public is invited
to attend and input will be taken at the
start of each meeting. No meeting will be
held the month of December.

Front Desk
920-356-9000
www.americinn.com
Excellent TripAdvisor Rating!

Beaver Dam Bay Marina

Kubota—Stihl—Scag—
Simplicity—Honda—Toro

W9276 Hwy. G
Beaver Dam, WI
PH: (920) 2199200
FAX: 920-319-4096
www.beaverdambaymarina.com

N8309 Kellom Rd., Beaver Dam, WI

We are your new local dealer for:
WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors
SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts

844-244-6578

Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel
Trailers - Piers - Lifts
Ron & Paula Marach

Rock River
Home Improvement
Co., Inc.
Jack (Buck) Raith
Phone 920-887-1211
Also 920-349-8509 & 920-349-3583
CELL: 920-382-2514
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N4525 Hazelwood Road.
Hustisford, WI 53034
www.rrhome.biz

A critical factor in the health of our lake is the
condition of the shoreline. The ground along
the edge of the lake and streams can provide a
necessary filter for run off waters, or when not
maintained result in an easy path for sediment.
When vegetative cover is present, erosion and
silt outflow is minimized with the detrimental
nutrients kept out of the water. This helps to
improve surface and groundwater conditions
for both humans and the surrounding animal
life dependent on good water quality.
These ‘non point sources’ are impacted by how
we maintain our yards, city management of
storm water and agricultural practices of our
farming neighbors. A major portion of nutrients and sediment loads are generated from
farm ‘non point sources’. When best practices
are followed, sustainable farming benefits from
good quality water and soil retention. When
common sense approaches are used by both
residents and the agricultural community, we
all benefit with an improved environmental
quality.
One of the success stories from the farming
community can be found at Bear Creek in
northeastern Iowa. Here the farmers, residences and anglers worked together to restore
the habitat for all to enjoy. A combination of
common sense practices were followed by buffering the streams, protecting the shore line from
erosion and managing water flowage. Iowa

Public TV produced a short, instructive documentary, ‘Farmers and Fisherman work together to restore habitat’. Watch this eight
minute positive video at www.IPTV.org, Market to Market, Oct. 3, 2014.
One of these common sense tools which we all
can use is shore line buffering along the lake,
rivers and streams. These vegetative buffers
help to retain the soil, as well as filter out nitrates and phosphorus. One of my spring projects will be to add a section of native plants
along the shoreline. Using the WDNR Healthy
Lakes website a listing of recommended plants
and grasses for various soil conditions can be
found. Since I am by no means a master gardener, I took this listing to Jung’s in Randolph,
and asked John to translate and identify which
plants will be locally available. With his menu
to work from I am now laying out a buffer plot
of native grass, flowers and ferns.
Each preventative project we complete improves Beaver Dam Lake by minimizing further entry of nutrients and sediment. These
combined efforts help to create an environment
that we will all enjoy while improving the lake
for future generations.
Bill Foley, VP, BDLIA
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Updates on BDLIA Fish Programs

Christmas Trees for Fish Habitat

Our Supportive Grants

Carp Bio-Mass Survey
mate calculations and the complete carp
survey and results will be released later this
spring.

Phase II of the Carp Bio-Mass survey was
completed this past December when over
10,000 captured adult carp were examined
for the missing fin that was clipped during
phase I of the survey. In September over
3,100 adult carp were captured, tagged and
then released. Of the 10,000 fish recaptured
120 had been tagged in September. Extrapolating these raw numbers it calculates
to approximately 265,000 adult carp in Beaver Dam Lake. At an average weight 8.5
lbs. per adult carp that equates to approximately 355 lbs. per acre. These are approxi-

As part of the first catch a subset of fish was
measured, weighed and “vouchered”. Later
lab examination will determine age, sex and
other physical attributes. This additional
information will be factored into the final
survey results.
In calendar year 2014 1.4 million lbs. of
carp were removed by commercial fishermen from Beaver Dam Lake which amounts
to over 200 lbs. per acre.
Having all this information will be extremely useful in developing a carp management plan for Beaver Dam Lake. This
will be part of the Beaver Dam Lake Management Plan that will be presented on August 22, at the BDLIA 2015 annual meeting.

Fish Stocking
Last fall BDLIA spent over $18,000 and stocked
about 32,000 fish including perch, blue
gills, bass and northern. The committee is currently studying the possibility of stocking additional fish this spring. “Last fall we were not
able to get the number of northern we wanted
and we will review what other stocking fish are
available before we make a decision for spring
stocking,” stated Randy Schade, chairperson of
the BDLIA Fish Program Committee.
The BDLIA board approved the spending of up
to $25,000 this fiscal year (August – July) for
fish stocking. The board approved the higher
than usual amount to replenish the lake from last
year’s harsh winter and to enrich the overall
fishing experience on Beaver Dam Lake. In
addition, the association was fortunate to receive over $5,000 in a county conservation aid
grant for fish stocking.

Comprehensive DNR Fish
Survey
The DNR has confirmed that this year they
will be doing a comprehensive fish survey on
Beaver Dam Lake as the last survey was done
in 2010. The survey will include walleye,
northern, bass as well as pan fish. Two survey
methods are usually used. These include
spring fyke netting for northern and walleye
and late spring and fall electrofishing for panfish, bass and young-of-the-year walleye. The
fall electrofishing samples provides an indication of the health of the fishery through estimates gamefish and panfish relative abundance, gamefish population, size distribution,
an index of growth and gamefish recruitment
(young-of-year catch per effort). The results of
this survey will be released in late fall 2015.

Aerators Placed on Beaver Dam Lake
The DNR has reminded BDLIA that property
owners are encouraged to save their Christmas tree and place it under their pier in the
spring as they make excellent habitat for fish.
No permit is required as long as it is not anchored to the bed of the lake. If you didn’t
save your tree or want an additional tree,
BDLIA has some available. They are in back
of the shed at 1020 S. Spring Street in Beaver Dam. First come, first serve.

Walleye Hatchery
To supplement the DNR walleye stocking program which is done every other year, it is the
intent of BDLIA to operate a walleye hatchery
on the years when the DNR does not stock. The
BDLIA has been operating a walleye hatchery
since 1997 and has a trailer set up to operate
the hatchery. In many of the past years this
hatchery was set up at The Springs where the
natural springs were utilized as the water
source. However, the springs no longer produce an adequate supply of water and a new
source needs to be found. While the city of
Beaver Dam has offered to house the hatchery
next to one of its pumping stations the DNR no
longer allows a hatchery to operate away from
the shoreline of a river or lake. Using lake water also is not an option as too much filtration is
necessary to produce the clean water needed
for hatchery operation.
The Fish Program Committee is currently reviewing several lake-side locations for the
hatchery. Because of the volume of water
needed, over 30 gallons per minute for two to
three weeks when the hatchery is operating at
its peak, this presents a challenge. Either the
wells cannot supply that much water or the
pumping capacity is not adequate. At the time
this article was written a definite location has
not been found.
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The BDLIA placed four aerators on Beaver Dam Lake over two weekends in January.

Like most winters in Wisconsin, this has not been
a “normal” winter. It began with an unusually
cold November resulting in an earlier than usual
freeze over of the Lake. This resulted in low
oxygen readings in early December and a decision to deploy the aerators on the lake. However,
then came the rains and unusually warm weather
in December and unsafe ice conditions. After a
week of extreme cold the first week in January, a
team of volunteers set out at 7:00 am on Saturday,
January 10th when temperatures were still a minus 5 degrees to deploy two aerators off of
Meinders Island. As shown in the photo of eight
volunteers the team was dressed for the weather
and accomplished the mission. Two additional
aerators were deployed off of Skunk Island on
Saturday, January 17. The weather was warmer
that day and we had a group of over 15 volunteers.
The board and members want to thank all the
volunteers but especially Jerry, Tim and Dan
Hupf for all the years they have been involved in

deployment of the aerators and in developing
the special saws used in cutting the ice. An
additional thank you to Pete Hupf who has
moved the rope lines several times when it was
required to increase the size of the roped off
area. The lake is fortunate to have volunteers
like these and others who are ready to assist in
these important projects.
Oxygen readings taken on the lake during the
third week of January were above normal.
This was very unusual and the readings were
forwarded to the DNR fish biologist. Various
reasons for these readings are being explored.
The BDLIA will continue to take oxygen readings and monitor the results.
The BDLIA is analyzing the statistics we have
gathered over the years that we have been deploying the aerators and taking oxygen readings. In December, we met with representatives of the aerator manufacture to discuss the
operation of the aerators on our lake as well as

any new developments in lake aeration. It was
determined we have the right aerators and are
using them correctly. However, the benefit of
aerators over all the years that we and other
lakes have been using them to increase or maintain oxygen levels in the lake is still under debate. BDLIA will continue to review the data
from our lake, and with general information to
determine what is the best strategy for Beaver
Dam Lake.

Saturday,
February 28, 2015
6:30 AM
at Dockside

Pub & Grille
Fish from
7 AM to 2 PM
Total inch contest - $30 per team
Meat raffle at Dockside at 3 PM
Proceeds support
BDLIA walleye stocking

Special thanks to our DIRECTOR LEVEL Sponsors

