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MISSION STATEMENT

Reminder:

Our mission is to improve and protect
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current
and future generations.

Annual Banquet
March 28, 2017

Special thanks to our
PRESIDENTIAL LEVEL Sponsors

Healthy Lakes Update

Woohoo! It is that time for our
biggest fundraiser of the year for
BDLIA. These funds go to fish
stocking; algae and plant studies;
Healthy Lake Initiative; and special
events and lake activities.

of raffle tickets valued at $200 for
only $100. Included in the packet
are 36 tickets good for any of the six
merchandise raffle boards and other
raffle tickets. Increase your chances
of winning at half the regular price.

The banquet committee has worked
hard to create an experience that
appeals to the masses. The meal
will again be unmatched for banquet fare. We will have a live auction, silent auction, bucket raffles,
door prizes and a special drawing
for anyone spending $150 on raffle
tickets to win it back. We also
added a raffle for a cooler full of
meat.

Reservation forms have been mailed
directly to all BDLIA members and
anyone who has attended the banquet
in recent years. The reservation form
can also be found on our website
www.bdlia.org, by calling the office
at 920-356-1200 or stopping at Total
Business Products, 205 DeClark St.,
Beaver Dam. Registration deadline is
Wednesday, March 15th, tickets will
be mailed to you the week before the
banquet.

Some of the great prizes offered
will be 2 large screen TVs, a gun
cabinet, guns, crossbow, hotel/
resort get-aways, sporting tickets,
electronics and of course CASH!
The banquet will be held on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at Bayside
Supper Club with doors opening at
5:15 pm and dinner served at 6:45.
Tickets are still $45.
We again will be offering a packet

For more information go to
www.healthylakeswi.org, or call
the office 920-356-1200.

www.bdlia.org

See you at the banquet!

You’re invited to a special seminar
that will change the way you look at
agricultural practices. Today’s farmer
is as concerned as you are about sediment runoff and polluting the waterways with nutrients. They are employing techniques such as no-till and
strip till, cover crops and nutrient
management plans to reduce runoff of
sediment and nutrients into our water.
On February 8 at 7:00 pm the Dodge
County Lakes Group along with other
sponsors and organizers are presenting a seminar entitled Better Land
Practices—Better Water at the County Administration Building, 227 E
Oak St in Juneau. You will hear nationally renowned healthy soil expert
Ray Archuleta talk about what farmers are doing to protect our lakes and
rivers. Local farmers will show and
discuss how they have implemented
cont. page 7

The major share of funding for BDLIA activities comes from contributions by members and area businesses. Over one-third of our members
make donations to the BDLIA in addition to their membership dues and
over 250 businesses donate cash, merchandise and certificates. The Solicitation Committee is currently making calls on over 300 businesses.
You can help by sending in a donation with your banquet reservation form
or by calling us at 920-356-1200 with the name of a business that we
should be soliciting. Thank you!.

Beaver Dam
Lake Improvement Assn.

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials

Nice bar with a view of the game
from every angle!
PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ
709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam

Hammes
Fire & Safety

Residential & Commercial








Security/Burglar Systems
24 Hour Central Station
Low Monthly Monitory Fee
Closed Circuit TV
Free
Video Surveillance
Fire Alarm Systems
Estimates!

www.hammesfire.com
1008 DeClark Street, #2 W
Beaver Dam, WI . (920) 885-9333

The Springs
Pub & Grill
On Beaver Dam Lake
Boat Launch & Lake Access
Located on snowmobile trail
Large Sandwich Menu
Serving food 11 a.m.— 9 p.m.
Open Thursday thru Sunday

Our Lake Plan continues to move forward with a
number of tasks completed with others in progress. Over the next year we will enter a new
interesting phase with the UW Water Resource
Management Program (WRM) searching for
data that will then be used for improving specific
areas of our lake. The WRM program will be
supported by the UW Civil Engineering Department with Beaver Dam Lake studied in the
‘Lake and Stream Restoration’ course. The
combination of these great assets will allow us to
move from generalized statements of conditions
on the lake to a thorough understanding of major
segments.
In the past the prevailing sentiment was that
Beaver Dam Lake was a difficult environment to
manage with high phosphorus and a lot of carp.
Both aspects are factors that affect the habitat
and water quality, however we have not made a
meaningful study of what drives those inputs.
Past lake plans have provided basic information
for that point in time, which will be used as we
move forward. The WRM Program will draw
form those studies and identify major segments
of the watershed that can then be broken down
into manageable projects.

A second kayak dock/launch will be installed at
Derge Park on the west shore of Beaver Dam
Lake this spring. BDLIA approach Dodge County Parks Department with an offer to donate a
kayak/launch to the county. We had already
donated a dock/launch to the City of Beaver
Dam that has been installed at Waterworks Park.
It has been a great success and spurred the development of The Great Paddle Festival. The
city has since opened a watercraft rental near the
dock/launch. “Additional fund were available
from the Randy Fiegel Estate donation o BDLIA
and based on the acceptance and usage of the
dock/launch at Waterworks Park we decided to
offer a second dock/launch at Derge Park,” state
Bill Boettge, President of BDLIA. “This was in
keeping with the wishes of Randy Fiegel who
wanted the funds used to improve the recreational aspects of Beaver Dam Lake.”
The County Parks Department decided to make
this launch ADA compliant to make it available
to more citizens of the county. The additional

Our efforts in 2017 will undertake four areas of
concentrated effort;
 Survey the habitat loss on Beaver Creek
and identify how to correct
 Identify wind-wave erosion impact and
methods to reduce it
 Confirm phosphorus sources and how
could they be limited
 Rough fish management with barriers and
biological control
This spring sampling, inventory and testing will
occur on the shoreline, in the streams and on the
lake. Assistance from the community, the City
of Beaver Dam Water Utility, Dodge and Columbia Counties will aid the WRM field work
to complement this in-depth undertaking. During the summer ongoing testing will take place
while the data for wind/wave fetch modeling is
analyzed. All of this good work will come together to form a summary report for long range
planning and presentation to the community.
We have caused the habitat of our lake and
streams to degrade over a number of years due
to a series of actions that resulted in environmental damage. The understanding that the
WRM Program will present will form a factual
baseline for future management and actions to
reverse this trend. We will then transform these
ideas into a multi-year plan.
Our approach will follow the basic principle
that, ‘we cannot solve our problems with the
same thinking we used when we created them’.
Your BDLIA and the WRM will create a path
for the future of Beaver Dam Lake.

the group was pleased to have Allison
Werner of the WI River Alliance lead the
group in a review of the goals of the
DCLG. Many suggestions were given
including:

The Dodge County Lakes Group (DCLG) is a loose
alliance of the lakes in Dodge County. It meets about
twice each year where it hears updates from the various lake groups that attend. The four major lake
groups that consistently attend the meetings are the
Fox Lake Property Owners, the Fox Lake Inland Lake
Protection & Rehabilitation District, the Lake Sinissippi Improvement District and BDLIA.



“People you Can Trust”
With 139 Years Combined Experience

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003
Randolph, WI 920-326-3727
Blake, Daryl, Mark, Blake II and Lori

“This is going to make kayaking and canoeing on Beaver Dam lake even more
enticing” stated Chuck Frinak, Chair of the
BDLIA Activities Committee. “The new
kayak dock/launch will be made an integral
part of the 2nd annual Great Beaver Paddle
Festival coming this June 10, 2017.” (See
related article on page 5)

8jTaking up the groundwater well health
concerns




Working with the new Blue Zone Project
Supporting the work on the new Nonpoint
Pollution Runoff Group and its upcoming
program on February 8th and its ongoing
mission.

The group will continue this discussion at the
spring meeting of the group to be hosted by
Lake Sinissippi.

The communication between the lake groups has
proven beneficial over the years and the main
reason for the group to continue meeting. However, the group is also looking at ways it can be
more beneficial to each other and the waterways
of Dodge County. At the meeting last November

EnvironmenTONN Services
Eco-Green
Care

funds needed for this option were provided by
the county and Friends of the Dodge County
Parks.



conservation practices and how they are improving their land and their profits while protecting our water. Actions lake residents are
taking to reduce runoff and erosion will also
be discussed. Time will be allowed for Q & A
after the meeting.
If you are a lake property owner, a sportsman/
fisherman, involved in tourism or just interested in our environment and water quality, you
should attend this event. There is no cost to
attend but please register by calling 920-3561200. This seminar is part of a new dynamic
effort by a coalition of farmers and lake supporters who have come together to keep
Dodge County’s economic power of agriculture, lake property values and tourism strong.
Learn how you can make a difference!

leads to the “do nothing” option, hoping
the growth in front of your lake property
will be less this coming year.

The 2016 Invasive Species Assessment report
reflected that Beaver Dam Lake had some
degree of curly leaf pondweed (CLP) growth.
CLP is a non-native invasive aquatic plant
that covered 53% of our lake this past year.
The report also stated that due to the size of
the lake and the extent of infestation, lakewide control would not be feasible.
The CLP growth makes it very difficult for
some property owners to access open water.
Local control is an option to allow riparian’s
access to open water. Herbicide treatment
and mechanical harvesting are the most commonly used control methods for nuisance
aquatic plants. Mechanical harvesting requires more than 3 feet of depth, which is
not available in many places where it is needed, therefore mechanical harvesting on Beaver Dam Lake is not possible.
In addition, CLP like all aquatic plants fluctuates in density from year-to-year. We saw
this in 2015 and 2016 where some areas that
had dense CLP growth in 2015 had less in
2016. CLP dies back in late June or early July
so the nuisance is typically short lived. This

For those property owners who do want to
take action, it is possible that a herbicide
treatment can be done to create a 30 foot
wide lane to open water from your pier.
BDLIA is in the process of contacting
herbicide contractors to review possible
areas for treatment. If they find it feasible,
we will then contact property owners in
previously heavily infested areas to determine a level of interest in sharing the cost
of the treatment with other owners. This
surveying includes those that responded to
our letter last fall.
The cost of the treatment would be entirely
covered by property owners. BDLIA will
coordinate the effort and secure the permits. No grants are available for the treatment as this is considered a nuisance treatment and not ecological restoration. According to our research we will need support from multiple owners to secure sufficient funding. We have been advised that
we would need to raise a minimum of
$8,000 to $10,000 to attract a contractor
for the project. With 50 property owners
participating the approximate cost would
be $200 per property. This is just an estimate for the purpose of this article.
BDLIA will contact members by email
with more information as it becomes available. Inquire by calling 920-356-1200
(office) or email us at info@bdlia.org.

active lake association. After speaking with
Laura Stremick-Thomson, WDNR and Bill
Foley, BDLIA Vice-President, Ken and his
wife chose to move to a home on Beaver Dam
Lake.

Ken Schmidt has been selected to fill the unexpired term of Russ Warren. Ken is an artist and
small business owner—handcrafting fine jewelry, watches and sculptures. He is an avid fisherman and kayaker who feels it is crucial to protect our beautiful natural resources.
Ken relocated to the area two years ago after an
extensive search looking for a good fit for his
passions and an active community with a pro-

Ken sees the position on the BDLIA board as a
good way to help and support the lake association; protect his investment on the lake; educate
and continually learn about technology changes
that could impact the environment; and also to
better know the surrounding area and its people.
He has become very active in BDLIA by joining the Activities and Special Events Committee to help organize the Fish ‘n Fun program
and Paddle Festival. Ken is also on the Solicitation Committee and will be doing his share in
fundraising.
One last fact: Ken loves to polka!
PLATE SPECIALS SOUPS
SANDWICHES SIDE ORDERS
HO-MADE PIZZA
NOON SPECIALS CARRY OUTS
FRIDAY FISH FRY

1201 Madison St.
Beaver Dam, WI (920) 885-2121
Banquet Facilities—For All Occasions

Rock River
Home Improvement
Co., Inc.

Our Supportive Grants

Jack (Buck) Raith
Phone 920-887-1211
Also 920-349-8509 & 920-349-3583
CELL: 920-382-2514
N4525 Hazelwood Road.
Hustisford, WI 53034
www.rrhome.biz

Please consider a contribution now!
Your support is needed for continued programming, lake advocacy and events!
Name:
Address:

City:

State:

Special Thanks to our EXECUTIVE Level Sponsors
Beaver Dam Bay Marina

W9276 Hwy. G
Beaver Dam, WI
PH: 920-219-9200
FAX: 920-319-4096

www.beaverdambaymarina.com
We are your new local dealer for:

Amount: $
Make checks out to BDLIA. Clip form and mail to PO Box 33, Beaver Dam, WI 53916. If you wish to contribute with a credit card call
920-356-1200. BDLIA is a 501 C(3), non-profit organization. Donations are deductible to the extent of the law.

WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors
SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts
Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel
Trailers - Piers - Lifts

BDLIA is proud of the growth in lake activities
that it provides for the community. Our lake is
a wonderful asset and makes Beaver Dam a
great place to live as well as a draw for tourists
to the area. Consider becoming a volunteer,
call 920-356-1200; it’s fun!

Fish ‘n Fun
Saturday, June 3 will be the 15th annual Fish ‘n
Fun to be held at Edgewater Park. This is a free
event for kids ages 4 to 12. The purpose is to
introduce kids to a lifelong love of fishing. Not
only do they receive a new rod and reel, but
they learn casting, knot tying, boat safety and
how to use bait. The program (limited to 200
children) runs from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm with a
free lunch. Register with name and age at info@bdlia.org or call 356-1200..
Bass & Walleye Fishing Tournament
Sunday, June 4 BDLIA will sponsor a bass and
walleye fishing tournament. Winners will be
based on total weight of 5 bass and 3 walleye.
Entry fee is $50 per person, $100 per boat. This
is a 100% payback tournament with 10% of the
registration fee to go to the biggest fish prize.

Special thanks to our DIRECTOR LEVEL Sponsors

The Great Beaver Paddle Festival
After a great success in 2016 (over 400 attendees) the 2nd annual Great Beaver Paddle
Festival is scheduled for Saturday, June 10 at
Waterworks Park, the site of the kayak/canoe
dock and launch. Experienced paddlers as
well as those just getting into the fastest
growing sport on rivers and lakes are invited.
There will again be introductory classes on
kayaking, canoeing and stand up paddle
boarding, including a demo of fishing from a
kayak. These classes include a test run on the
lake! There is no cost for registration, the
classes or test ride. A 3 mile paddle is being
planned, participants pay $15 and receive a tshirt and a commemorative patch. Water trail
maps will be available as well as guided trips.
A free shuttle bus will bring back paddlers
who venture on a longer trip. Also, a concession stand will have food and drink to take
care of the appetite you will work up.

hours to construct a cardboard boat. One or
two members of the team race out to a point
on the lake and back. Cash prizes and trophies are provided for the winners, and The
Titanic Award for the best sinking,
There is no registration fee and the materials
are furnished at no cost. Put your teams to-

Paddlers will be able to use the kayak launches. New this year will be a swap meet of
items for paddling enthusiasts.
Cardboard Boat Regatta and
Pontoon Rides
These two fun activities will again be part of
Lake Days, held on July 6 – 8 at Tahoe Park.
On Friday evening, July 7 our 4th annual
Cardboard Boat Regatta will be held. Not
only is this a fun event to watch but even
more fun to participate. Each team of 3 is
given cardboard, duct tape, a box cutter and 2

gether now and be ready to sign up.
On Saturday, July 8, BDLIA will again offer
free pontoon rides to people attending Lake
Days. Rides will be offered from 10:00 am to
2:00 pm and again from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.
Signups will be at the BDLIA booth at Tahoe
Park. Over the past 3 years approximately
700 people have enjoyed a 20 minute ride
and sightseeing on Beaver Dam Lake.
Summer Celebration and
Catfish Tournament
These two events will be held in July and/or
August this summer. Additional details will
be in the July newsletter and online at
bdlia.org when they are organized.

