
Beaver Dam 

Lake Improvement Assn. 

Another fun banquet is being 
planned.  If you haven’t 
attended in the past, you are 
missing out on a great meal 
and entertaining event.  There 
is something for everyone!  
There will be a live auction, 
silent auction, bucket raffles, 
door prizes, and more.  Some 
of the great prizes are large 
screen TVs, guns, hotel/resort 
getaways, electronics, and a 
$1,000 grand prize!  
Reservation forms will be sent 

in February and details will be 
in the February Newsletter 
and on the BDLIA website.  
The Annual BDLIA Banquet 
is our major fundraising event 
of the year.  Your support is 
important to help raise funds 
for fish stocking, water 
quality projects, and special 
events and lake activities.  
Volunteers are always needed 
and appreciated.  Contact the 
BDLIA office or fill out the 
volunteer form at http://
www.bdlia.org/volunteer/. 

The BDLIA Annual Meeting 
was held in August at the 
Conservationists Club to hear 
updates on the lake and 
association. 
 
UW-Madison students in the 
Water Resources Management 
Program started the program 
with information about their 
work to assess stream and lake 
quality and to develop strategies 
for improving water quality.  
  
Respected farmer Tony Peirick 
talked about the Dodge County 
Alliance for Healthy Soil -
Healthy Water’s partnership 
with BDLIA and Dodge County 
lakes.  Producers have been 
invited to lake programs and 
lake property owners have been 
invited to farmer educational 
programs.  One such event was 
on August 31 when 100 farmers 
took pontoon rides on Beaver 
Dam Lake and then enjoyed 
some refreshments at The 
Springs.  (See article page 3.) 
 

Eric Olson, Director UW-
Extension Lakes, provided 
information about lake districts 
and how they differ from lake 
associations.  (Read more on 
page 7.) 
 
Volunteers are critical to the 
success of BDLIA.  Nicki Hupf 
was presented a plaque in 
recognition of her many years of 
dedicated service to BDLIA.  Her 
efforts with the banquet, Fish ‘n 
Fun and as launch fee collector at 
Derge Park were cited as a few of 
many areas she serves.  To 
maintain the level of service 
provided by BDLIA more 
volunteers are needed.  To 
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become 
involved in the 
work of BDLIA, 
contact the 
office at 920-
356-1200, or go 
to the website 
and fill out the 
Volunteer Form 
at bdlia.org/

volunteer. 
 
Annual updates on fundraising, 
fish programs, membership, 
events and programs, as well as 
budget information were 
presented.  Five members of the 
board of directors were elected.  
(Read more on page 6.)  All in all, 
the meeting was well attended 
with great participation from the 
membership and guests. 
 
The annual meeting is another 
way BDLIA members can learn 
and give input to what is being 
accomplished by the association 
to improve the lake’s water 
quality and to provide a valuable 
resource to the area. 

Left: 
80 members in attendance at the 
BDLIA Annual Meeting 
 
 
 
Below: 
UW students involved in research 
project with faculty advisor Dr. Anita 
Thompson  

See you at the banquet. 

http://www.bdlia.org/volunteer/
http://www.bdlia.org/volunteer/


Hammes 
Fire & Safety 

Residential & Commercial 

 Security/Burglar Systems 
 24 Hour Central Station 
 Low Monthly Monitory Fee 
 Closed Circuit TV 
 Video Surveillance 
 Fire Alarm Systems 
 

www.hammesfire.com 
1008 DeClark Street 

Beaver Dam, WI . (920) 885-9333 

Free 
Estimates! 

EnvironmenTONN Services 
Eco-Green 

Care 
“People you Can Trust” 

With 139 Years Combined Experience 
 

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003 
Randolph, WI 920-326-3727 

 
Blake, Daryl, Mark, Blake II and Lori 

The Springs 
Pub & Grill 

  

On Beaver Dam Lake 
Boat Launch & Lake Access 

Located on snowmobile trail 

Large Sandwich Menu 
  

Serving food 11 a.m.— 9 p.m. 

Open  Thursday thru Sunday 
  

N9070 Cty. FW,  Randolph, WI 

(920) 928-3269 
  

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials 
Nice bar with a view of the game 

from every angle! 
 

PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ 
709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam 

 

The Healthy Lakes Initiative program was 

developed by the Wisconsin DNR to 

promote habitat restoration and reduce 

runoff and erosion into Wisconsin lakes.  

Practices eligible for grants are:   

installation of native shoreline plantings; 

diversion of water runoff; placement of 

rock infiltration pits; installation of rain 

gardens; and deployment of downed trees 

for fish sticks.  Grants for 75% of project 

costs (including materials and labor) up to 

$1,000 reimbursement are available to 

individual property owners, businesses, or 

government entities.  A 350 square foot 

native planting using 3” potted plants and 

involving 20-30 hours of labor can be done 

for around $1,000. 

The program was announced in November 

2014 and the BDLIA was one of the first 

lake associations to be approved as a grant 

sponsor in 2015.  Since then 11 lake 

projects have been approved on Beaver 

Dam Lake properties.  Projects include 

native plantings, rain gardens and rock 

diversions.  BDLIA has a goal to have 

applications for and approval of five 

projects for 2018.  Applications for grants 

for 2018 must be received by BDLIA 

before mid-January.  

 

Projects require some advance planning 

and site preparation may need to be done 

six weeks or more before planting.  

Detailed information and project guides 

may be found online at healthylakeswi.com 

or by stopping in at the BDLIA office at 

211 S. Spring Street.  Performing a project 

is enjoyable and rewarding in knowing you 

are making the lake healthier by reducing 

erosion, adding beauty and diversity to the 

shoreline, and improving habitat for 

wildlife.  Members are encouraged to view 

the project guides and contact the 

association for information and 

applications.  

This year’s Cardboard Boat Regatta had a 

sinking boat barely reach the finish line and 

some of the most unique boat designs seen in 

the last four events.  All teams were given two 

large sheets of cardboard, two rolls of duct 

tape, a knife and about two hours to build a 

boat.  Fourteen teams of three entered the 

contest with a record number of boats racing to 

the finish.  As usual, some designs sunk within 

yards of the start, but everyone enjoyed being a 

part of this exciting event.  The winning team 

of Wendy Braun, Kim Zwettler and Landon 

Olson took home $100 along with the 

coveted Beaver Paddle Trophy.  Thanks to 

Roger and Rhonda Leland, BDLIA, who 

were in charge of the event and laid out a 

most challenging course for the boats. 

 

The pontoon rides offered to all attendees 

were a great success again.  Two boats 

made over 23 runs and provided a scenic 

ride of Beaver Dam Lake to over 200 

people.  Attendees at Lake Days signed up 

for scheduled times with most time slots 

filled well in advance.  It is estimated that 

over 100 people were not able to secure a 

time slot.  BDLIA is considering other 

events where we can offer rides on this 

beautiful community asset.    

Special thanks to the City of Beaver Dam 

Community Activities and Services 

Department for co-sponsoring both of these 

events.  

After serving six years as administrative 

executive of BDLIA, Diane Fabini has 

retired.  “She was very instrumental in 

establishing an office for BDLIA,” stated 

Bill Boettge, President.  “Diane set up all 

the records and data bases so that today we 

have excellent financial and membership 

records for the organization.  She did a 

great job.” 

 

BDLIA welcomes Julie Piltz as the new 

administrative executive.  Julie took over 

on October 1 after working with Diane for 

two months.  She was previously working 

in office administration and is looking 

forward to working with BDLIA members. 

 

Either Julie or Bill will be in the office most 

days from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm (closed 

from Noon to 1:00 pm).  We welcome 

members to stop by at any time.  However, 

Julie is part-time and Bill is sometimes at 

meetings.  If you want to stop at the office, 

please call ahead at 920-356-1200 to see if 

someone will be there.  If you would like 

to set up an appointment, call ahead or 

email bdliainc@yahoo.com. 

In 2016, it became apparent to the 

BDLIA Board of Directors that the 

association did not have the capacity, 

either structurally or financially, to 

adequately address the needs of the 

Lake.  The state recognized in 1974 that 

if Wisconsin lakes were to be able to 

address their needs, they needed to form 

a special purpose unit of government, a 

lake district.  A lake district has the 

power to levy taxes and/or fees and is 

managed by commissioners elected by 

lake property owners and is accountable 

to them. 

 

After listening to Eric Olson, the UW 

Extension lake management specialist, 

the board appointed a committee to 

study and develop a plan for the 

formation of a Beaver Dam Lake 

District.  The committee consists of Jim 

Metz, Scott Rasmussen, Bill Foley, 

Evonne Boettge and Bill Boettge.  This 

committee continues its work with the 

intent of having a report to the board 

before the end of the year. 

 

In an effort to 

keep the 

membership 

informed and 

updated, Eric 

Olson (right) was 

invited to make a 

presentation at the 

annual meeting 

this past August.  He outlined the 

purposes of a lake district, how it is 

formed and how it operates.  Eric also 

answered questions from the audience.  

The overall reception of his presentation 

and the development of a lake district 

for Beaver Dam Lake were very 

favorable. 

 

If you have questions or want more 

information please call the BDLIA 

office at 920-356-1200. 



Jack (Buck) Raith 
Phone 920-887-1211 

Also 920-349-8335 & 920-925-3189 
CELL: 920-382-2514 

 
W4756 Cty Rd. ME 

Watertown, WI 53098 
www.rrhome.biz 

Rock River 

Home Improvement 

Co., Inc. 

Beaver Dam Bay Marina 
W9276 Hwy. G 

Beaver Dam, WI 
PH: 920-219-9200 

FAX: 920-319-4096 

www.beaverdambaymarina.com 
 

  We are your new local dealer for: 
WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats 
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors 

SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts 
 

Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel 
Trailers - Piers - Lifts  

 

PLATE SPECIALS   SOUPS  

SANDWICHES    SIDE ORDERS  

HO-MADE  PIZZA 

 NOON SPECIALS    CARRY OUTS  

FRIDAY FISH FRY 

1201 Madison St.  

Beaver Dam, WI  (920) 885-2121 
Banquet Facilities—For All Occasions 

Our Supportive Grants 

Five board members were elected to the 

BDLIA board of directors for two year 

terms at the annual meeting on August 26, 

2017.  They were Bill Foley, Dick 

Emerson, Ken Schmidt, Bill Boettge and 

new board member Ron George.  The 

following were re-elected officers at the 

board meeting on August 29, 2017; Bill 

Boettge, President; Bill Foley, Vice 

President; Dick Emerson, Secretary/

Treasurer; and Mike Gade, 

Parliamentarian.    

 

New board member Ron George (right) 

and wife Donna live on Stone Ledge Road 

on Beaver Dam Lake.  He is an avid 

boater, swimmer and angler.  Ron has been 

involved in water industries for his entire 

career, most recently in ultraviolet 

equipment for sanitization and disinfection 

of water.  He is interested in serving on the 

board to help maintain a healthy lake and 

finding more ways to utilize the lake for 

the community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BDLIA Summer Celebration was held 

on Tuesday, July 18 at The Springs with 

about 80 members in attendance.  It is 

always just a great time to get together and 

enjoy a lovely evening coming together with 

folks who have a common purpose—

preserving and improving Beaver Dam 

Lake.  Once again, we would like to give a 

huge shout out to Dan and Lorie Luck at 

The Springs for opening to host this event.  

 

At the meeting Dan presented a check for 

$575 to BDLIA.  This represented proceeds 

from The Spring’s Annual Catfish 

Tournament.  These funds will be used for 

fish stocking. 

 

The Membership Committee welcomes new 

member Jackie Neff, who will be assisting 

in committee activities.  We are pleased that 

about 90% of the members have renewed.  

Emails and telephone reminders will be 

made to about 40 members that remain 

outstanding. 

The members of BDLIA continue to 

support their association with donations 

above their dues payment.   Thanks to this 

“extra” support, BDLIA is able to carry out 

its many programs and activities to 

improve and protect Beaver Dam Lake.  

We recognize these individuals in the 

banquet program book and our newsletter.  

Below is a partial list of donors with more 

being listed in our next newsletter: 

  

Steve & Jean Allen, Susan Andler, Phyllis 

Bradish, Robert Bryson, Erna Bushke, 

Thomas Deering, Ralph Desjarlais, Donald 

& MaryJane Drews, Ric & Connie Fiegel, 

James Flynn, James & Barb Gade, Marion 

Gade, Karen Gerdes, Jeffrey Giese & 

JoAnne Swyers, Peter & Jill Grob, Ted 

Grob, Michael & Debra Hyde, Jacqualine 

Jacobson, Jennifer Jeffries, Roman Kaplan, 

William Klingelhoets, James & Nola 

Klomberg, Charles & Helen Kurth, Janice 

Laabs, William & Dottie Lee, James & 

Ruth Mack, Bruce Mikula, James & Judy 

Olson, Tim & Diane Reul, John Roche, 

William Sarsfield, William & Jan 

Sheppard, Ronald & Linda Singer, Albert 

& Priscilla Sturm, Charles & Tina Swain, 

David Wade, Randall & Susan Wallintin, 

Richard & Gwen Wangerin, Joel Winter 

Palmer & Lois Wittnebel. 

Left: 
Farmers enjoying 
pontoon rides on 
Beaver Dam Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: 
BDLIA members at 
Field Day on 
October 18, 2017 

The BDLIA board meets the last Tuesday 
of each month (except March and 
December).  Meetings are held at the 
Beaver Dam Chamber Office and members 
are encouraged to attend.  The programs 
and activities of BDLIA are planned and 
operated by the very active and 
hardworking committees of BDLIA.  See 
bdlia.org for a listing of the committees.  
Your participation on the committees is 
encouraged. 

http://www.weeres.com
http://www.evinrude.com/en-US/


We have had a rather busy summer with the 

lake offering a few surprises for us to 

consider.  Building on the 2015 Lake 

Management Plan, we have been gathering 

additional information to better understand 

various areas of our lake.  Over the past 

spring and summer a number of  partner 

teams have gathered information that will 

provide the detail required to move forward.  

This is important data that will now be used 

to identify implementation practices needed 

to improve the wildlife habitat and better 

manage lake nutrient inputs.  

 

Grad students from the UW-WRM Nelson 

Institute for Environmental Studies have 

focused on Beaver Creek, which represents 

20% of the watershed leading into the lake.  

Their detailed work plan identifies soil and 

water flow from upland areas into Beaver 

Creek, which impact the habitat and water 

quality.  The WRM team has collected 

numerous water, sediment and soil samples 

from Paradise Marsh flowing then to the 

lake, which was then analyzed by the 

Wisconsin Hygiene Laboratory.  A second 

team from the WRM also joined a UW-Civil 

Engineering Lake Restoration course, which 

identified the impact of wind-wave energy 

on shoreline erosion.  Understanding this 

dynamic load is essential to identify the 

impact of erosion on lake shorelines, which 

then adversely affects spawning and 

nesting areas while depositing sediment 

into the lake.  The wealth of information 

from these efforts will form a solid basis to 

identify the environmental drivers that 

affect habitat and water health for the 

waters and shoreline. 

 

On the lake and at major inlets, Bob Roehl 

and John Moser have collected water 

samples, which were also analyzed by the 

Wisconsin Hygiene Laboratory.  This 

information has been added to those from 

UW-WRM to develop a robust data base 

that will offer a very good picture for 2017 

lake nutrient loading.  These additional 

samples complement the WRM to form a 

pattern for phosphorus and water 

parameter changes over the spring through 

fall seasons. 

   

Along the shoreline, Ken Schmidt and Bill 

Foley have inventoried creeks, culverts and 

inlets which have an impact on the lake.  

The physical changes to the land, shoreline 

and creeks have a critical effect on the lake 

and watershed.  Some areas were 

immediately seen to have had significant 

damage with others apparent only when 

compared to slower change over time.    

This inventory has provided us with a 

current view for individual segments of the 

lake to acknowledge their condition and 

allow us to prioritize the potential impact. 

 

The next phase of the work will rely on 

Montgomery Associates to help us digest 

this data and identify improvement 

practices.  Montgomery will be supported 

by WDNR, UW-Madison and UW-Stevens 

Point technical expertise to help BDLIA 

develop a long range plan.  This plan is 

essential for BDLIA to identify 

incremental improvements that will be 

implemented year after year.   

 

Over the years we have altered the land 

surrounding the lake and Mother Nature is 

constantly changing the environment.  The 

good work from this summer has gathered 

invaluable information which will be used 

to present a detailed picture for the vital 

signs of Beaver Dam Lake.  Through the 

identification of incremental opportunities 

we can move forward to better manage the 

lake and watershed.  The resulting plan is 

essential to maintain and improve Beaver 

Dam Lake for the future enjoyment and 

benefit of our community.  

Dodge County Lakes Group Meeting 
Tuesday, November 14 

7:00 pm 
The Watermark, 209 S. Center Street 

Beaver Dam 
 

All BDLIA members encouraged to 
attend. 
Update on lake improvements in 
Dodge County 
Call 920-356-1200 for details. 

UW 
researcher 

checks 
sediment 
samples 

Monitoring of water quality 

Shoreline 
erosion at 
Puckagee 
Springs 


