
MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to improve and protect  
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current 

and future generations. 

Reminder: 

Lake District Meeting 
Open House 

November 14th, 2-9 pm 
John’s Bar 

PO Box 33 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

SAVE THE DATE for the 
ANNUAL BANQUET March 19, 2019 



Beaver Dam 

Lake Improvement Assn. 

The BDLIA Annual Meeting 
was held in August for the first 
time at The Watermark in 
downtown Beaver Dam to hear 
about the progress the Associa-
tion is making on the Lake. The 
meeting was well attended with 
close to 100 people participat-
ing. 
 
Special guests included Assem-
blyman Mark Born and Beaver 
Dam Mayor Becky Glewen. 
 
Tom Stebbins of the Beaverland 
Must-Skis advised attendees 
that the Must-Skis is offering an 
expanded pier and lift removal, 
with new state of the art equip-
ment, to property owners on 
Beaver Dam Lake.    
 
Tony Peirick and Marty Weiss 
from the Dodge County Alli-
ance for Healthy Soil-Healthy 
Water, gave an update on the 
work the group is doing on cov-
er crops and other programs to 
support the BDLIA’s effort to 
improve water quality on our 
Dodge County Lakes 

Bill Foley, VP of the 
BDLIA and Rob Mont-
gomery (engineering 
consultant to BDLIA) 
updated attendees on 
the work completed by 
UW Madison students 
under Water Resource 
management and pro-
jects underway or be-
ing planned on Beaver 
Dam Lake 
                                                                
Annual updates on fundraising, 
fish programs, membership, 
events and programs, as well as, 
budget information was presented 
for discussion. Six members of 
the board of directors were re-
elected and one new board mem-
ber elected. (Read more on page 
7) Randy Schade, who did not 
run for re-election, was presented 
with a certificate of appreciation 
for his volunteer work. 

BEAVER DAM 
LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 www.bdlia.org 

Volunteers are critical to 
enable the Association to 
improve the lake’s water 
quality and participate in 
the growth of the commu-
nity. Become involved 
with our work, become a 
member of the BDLIA, 
contact our office at 920-
356-1200 or visit our 
website and fill out a Vol-
unteer Form at bdlia.org/
volunteer. 
 
 

Call the BDLIA now to  
answer your questions! 

920-356-1200 

 www.bdlia.org 

Beaver Dam 
Must-Skis 
have new 
equipment 
for pier and 
lift removal 



 

BDLIA board members Bill Boettge and 

Peter Hupf helped unload 20, 750 perch in 

October that BDLIA purchased from 

Gollon Bait and Fish Farm of Dodgeville.  

 

They delivered 7,150 perch of 5-7 inches 

and 13,600 perch of 3-5 inches to stock the 

lake. The fish were distributed at three dif-

ferent areas on the lake. 

 

Stocking has been an ongoing cooperative 

effort by BDLIA and the Wisconsin De-

partment of Natural Resources to improve 

the fishery of Beaver Dam Lake. 

 

The total cost of fish stocking was $15,000. 

BDLIA has spent $20,000 each year for the 

By Chuck Frinak 

 

The Activities and Special Events Commit-

tee’s main activities during the year are 

Fish ‘n Fun the first Saturday in June, The 

Great Beaver Paddle Festival the second 

Saturday in June, helping at Lake Days the 

week after the Fourth of July, and the Bea-

ver Dam Pepper Festival the second Satur-

day in September.   

 

The events are a lot of fun and well attend-

ed.  Attendees are very positive and appre-

ciate the effort that BDLIA puts into mak-

ing them a success.  The Association and 

Committee need volunteers to plan, organ-

ize, sponsor and run the events.  I have 

enjoyed working at these events and really 

recommend that all members get involved 

in at least one of the various BDLIA com-

mittees.  More people make the work light, 

and involvement can be at any level, from 

planning and organizing to helping at any 

stage prior to or the day of the event.  Get-

ting involved is rewarding, as there are 

many great, interesting people with multi-

ple talents in our Association.  I have 

learned a lot and have made new friends.  

Come join us!  Information is available at 

the BDLIA office or contacting any com-

mittee member  

past five years for fish stocking. 

 

Meanwhile, the DNR stocked the lake 

this past spring with 380,000 fingerling 

walleye and 20,100 fingerling northern. 

 

BDLIA’s fish stocking program has four 

goals: provide more pan and game fish 

for area fishing enthusiasts; have predator 

fish to help control the rough fish popula-

tion; to keep a balance in the fish popula-

tion; and to attract more people to the 

Beaver Dam area and help the economy. 

 

The funds for fish stocking come from 

business donations, local fishing tourna-

ments, contributions to BDLIA and the 

community’s support of its fundraising 

banquet each March. 

 

The association is very appreciative of the 

support of the program. 

Beaver Dam Lake is Stocked with 20,750 Perch 



Hammes 
Fire & Safety 

Residential & Commercial 

 Security/Burglar Systems 
 24 Hour Central Station 
 Low Monthly Monitory Fee 
 Closed Circuit TV 
 Video Surveillance 
 Fire Alarm Systems 
 

www.hammesfire.com 
1008 DeClark Street 

Beaver Dam, WI . (920) 885-9333 

Free 
Estimates! 

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials 
Nice bar with a view of the game 

from every angle! 
 

PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ 
709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam 

 

Last April, BDLIA awarded two lake property 

owners grants up to $1,000 each for projects 

that protect the lake shoreline. One was for a 

rock infiltration project and the other was for 

native planting along the shoreline. These were 

awarded through the DNR’s Healthy lakes pro-

jects, which is managed by the BDLIA for Bea-

ver Dam Lake. 

 

This Fall Robert Becker is shown next to 

his native planting lakeshore project receiv-

ing his $1,000 Check from the DNR pro-

gram. This is the second time he has done 

native plantings on their shoreline. 

 

Find out how you can participate, go to 

healthylakeswi.com or bdlia.org, or call 920

-356-1200. 

Our Supportive Grants 

Eleven Board 
Members Take Office 
 

Six board members were elected to two-
year board of director’s positions at the 
Annual meeting.  They were Mike Gade, 
Charles Frinak, Karen Huber, Pete Hupf, 
Mark Wagner and new board member 
Dean Golden. 
 

New board mem-
ber Dean Golden 
(right) and his Car-
ol live in 
Pewaukee during 
the week and have 
a house on Glen 
Drive on Beaver 
Dam Lake. 
Dean works in 
New Berlin at a 
plastic bottle  
manufacturing 
facility where he manages the warehouse 
transportation departments. “My wife 
Carol and I bought the house on the lake 
because we needed a place to unwind. The 
reason I have volunteered is clear, I look 
at the lake and see what is happening , this 
is a great resource and it needs attention 
and I am more than glad to help out.” 

Front Row Left to Right: Mark Wagner, 
Chuck Frinak, Bill Boettge, Mike Gade 
Back Row Left to Right: Ron George, Bill 
Foley, Dick Emerson, Pete Hupf 
Missing: Ken Schmidt, Karen Huber & 
Dean Golden 



Jack (Buck) Raith 
Phone 920-887-1211 

Also 920-349-8335 & 920-925-3189 
CELL: 920-382-2514 

 
W4756 Cty Rd. ME 

Hustisford, WI 53034 
www.rrhome.biz 

Rock River 

Home Improvement 

Co., Inc. 

We are in the home stretch. Over 600 
lake community owners have signed 
the petition in support of the initiative 
to create a lake district.  The lasting 
benefits of a district will include every-
one owning property on the lake and 
your involvement is critical to its suc-
cess.   
 
We want to make sure we have provid-
ed an opportunity for everyone to have 
their questions and concerns addressed 
regarding a lake district.   An informa-
tional open house was held on Wednes-
day November 14, 2018 at John’s Bar, 
1201 Madison St. Beaver Dam.  Start-
ing at 2 p.m. until 9 p.m.  
 
Eric Olson, Director and Lake Special-
ist with UW Extension Stevens Point 
presented information at 3 p.m. and 
again at 7 p.m.  His office is responsi-
ble for helping citizens navigate the 
Lake District formation process.     

We as Beaver Dam Lake property 
owners are responsible for the welfare 
of our lake.  As owners, we are en-
trusted to have a voice in its protec-
tion and improvement.  Over the 
course of the campaign, many have 
asked for alternatives.  The state has 
determined that the best method for 
lake management is a district and we 
as the Association believe this is the 
best management approach for the 
lake. It will enable the most stable 
financial support possible, as well as, 
the ability to provide the remediation 
identified to improve the lake that 
cannot be undertaken by an Associa-
tion. 
 
Help make our lake better by sign-
ing your petition. Be part of the 
solution! 
 
If you have any questions please call 
us at 920-356-1200.   

Call Now 920-356-1200 to Sign 
the Lake District Petition or 
Give Us a Chance to Answer 

Your Questions! 

If you haven’t had a chance, be sure to watch 
the video, “Benefits to the Lake District” on 
the BDLIA website and on YouTube.  You 
can also watch a video with UWEx Lake Dis-
trict Specialist Eric Olson answer questions at 
recent Lake District Open House.  
 
Listen to Bill Boettge, Penny Pohl, Diane Bell 
from the lake association, Tim Meekma from 
the Fox Lake district association and John 
Moser on their view and benefits of creating a 
lake district. 
 
Visit www.bdlia.org and watch the video right 
on the home page. 



Beaver Dam Bay Marina 
W9276 Hwy. G 

Beaver Dam, WI 
PH: 920-219-9200 

FAX: 920-319-4096 

www.beaverdambaymarina.com 
 

  We are your new local dealer for: 
WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats 
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors 

SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts 
 

Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel 
Trailers - Piers - Lifts  

 

http://www.weeres.com
http://www.evinrude.com/en-US/


EnvironmenTONN Services 
Eco-Green 

Care 
“People you Can Trust” 

With 199 Years Combined Experience 
 

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003 
Randolph, WI 920-326-3727 

 
Blake, Daryl, Mark, Blake II, Linda, Heather 

In a natural undisturbed ecosystem, water 

would fall on the landscape and water within a 

watershed would either run off the land sur-

face or infiltrate into the soil to become 

groundwater, ultimately collecting in a lake or 

river.  Over time, relic water courses mold the 

watershed around them, creating wetland 

complexes, cutting expansive channels and 

providing niche habitats. These historic water-

courses develop into unique natural systems 

that function to primarily store water, clean 

water and provide habitat. These functions are 

important to our waterbodies themselves and 

watershed residents because they prevent 

flooding, improve water quality and support 

ecosystems. 

As humans have settled around waterbodies, 

we’ve altered the natural landscape and 

subsequently altered the natural collection 

systems of the water cycle. We’ve put more 

stress on the landscape by cutting through 

hills and filling valleys, constructing build-

ings and roads and redirecting natural chan-

nels. 

 

Artificial Watercourses 

Our second option is illustrated primarily by 

traditional civil engineering. Structure like 

detention ponds, storm sewer systems and 

pump stations are all examples of engi-

neered watercourses. Recently, more unique 

solutions, like permeable pavement and 

engineered underground storage, how 

grown in popularity as they work to mimic 

nature y allowing water to infiltrate into 

the ground. Traditional civil engineering 

strategies have proved very effective to 

manage stormwater, but individuals, com-

munities and businesses must always make 

a trade-off between the engineered solu-

tions that they can afford. 

 

“Opportunity” Watercourses 

Our third option, requires some creative 

problem solving to keep costs down but 

still utilizes some aspects of engineering 

solutions. To Illustrate an example, let’s 

travel just southeast of Madison to Fort 

Atkinson. A portion of the city drains 

through a storm sewer to a series of chan-

nelized wetlands and then to the Rock Riv-

Stabilizing this channel into George Lake included 
decreasing the grade of the banks and adding natural 
vegetation to help the wetland complex "clean" the 
water running into the lake.  

These two photos show examples of engineered watercourses. An 
overflow (above) is a portion of an embankment built to guide deten-
tion pond overflow, and this dam outlet (right) provides controlled 
releases from a reservoir. 



er. A relic settling pond, previously used for industrial pro-

cessing, was donated to the city and happens to be situated next 

to the outlet of the storm sewer system.  

 

Taking advantage of existing infrastructure allows the city to 

provide water storage and improve water quality without exten-

sive natural restoration or engineering. 

As Aldo Leopold once said, “The practice of conservation must 

spring from a conviction of what is ethically and aesthetically 

right, as well as what is economically expedient.” 

Through better designed, more responsible development, socie-

ty can hopefully continue to reap the benefits of ecosystem 

services and keep our lakes, rivers and watersheds healthy.  

You can get involved by supporting your local lake, river or 

watershed organization. 

 

Wisconsin has been experiencing more frequent and intense 

storm events with destructive flooding. Is it possible to help 

our watercourses adapt to our ever-growing urbanization and 

withstand the pressures we put on them? Generally, we have 

three main options: 1 Enhance existing watercourses; 2) Create 

new artificial watercourses; and 3) A hybrid between the two, 

or “opportunity” watercourses. 

 

Enhancing Existing Watercourses 

To illustrate our first option, let’s pay a visit to George Lake in 

Kenosha County. The lake’s approximately 3.3 square mile 

watershed is about half agricultural land. Snowmelt and storm 

runoff flows from these fields through a historic wetland com-

plex, and into the lake through three main inlets. 

After analyzing data about the lake and conducting a field as-

sessment, our team identified a few opportunities to improve 

the existing ecosystem services. We felt stabilizing channels 

that were eroding into the waterway and enhancing the sur-

rounding wetlands could make the most positive impact on 

water quality. 

 

This article is provided courtesy of UW Extension. 

The natural process 

SAVE THE DATE 
ANNUAL BANQUET 

March 19, 2019 
Volunteers Needed 


