
MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to improve and protect  
Beaver Dam Lake for the benefit of current 

and future generations. 

Reminder: 

Renew Your 
Membership 

Or Join Today! 

PO Box 33 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

BDLIA Fundraising Banquet Successful  



Beaver Dam 

Lake Improvement Assn. 

This is your lake! Come and 
find out what’s happening to, 
and on your lake, and what 
BDLIA is doing to improve 
and protect Beaver Dam 
Lake.   
 
This year’s meeting will be 
held at The Watermark, 209 S. 
Center Street in Beaver Dam 
on Saturday, August 24.  A free 
continental breakfast will be 
provided at 8:30 am with the 
meeting beginning at 9:00 am 
and ending at 11:30 am. You 
will also be electing 5 of the 
eleven board seats.  Please call 
356-1200 if you wish to be a 
candidate.   
The meeting will include a 
lake district update, along 

with the standard agenda 
items: 

 Financial report and  
 budget 

 Election of Board of   
 Directors. Contact BDLIA 
 for nomination info. 

 Informational reports on 
 lake programs and  
 activities 

 Open dialog for issues/
 comments 
 
BDLIA had a very active year 
with many programs and is 
continually taking steps to im-
prove and enhance the usability 
and enjoyment of our very im-
portant asset - Beaver Dam 
Lake. Be sure to attend this im-
portant meeting!

BEAVER DAM 
LAKE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 www.bdlia.org 

Support BDLIA…
Renew your member-
ship or Join Now 
 
All members should have 
received dues invoices for 
2019.  We would greatly ap-
preciate these being returned 
as soon as possible. Member-
ship dues are kept low so that 
we can continue to grow our 
numbers, but donations are 
always very much appreciat-
ed to help fund the activities 
of the lake association.  
BDLIA is fortunate to have 
generous, committed mem-
bers.  Please take a moment 
to view the volunteer form 
on our website at http://
www.bdlia.org/volunteer/, 
check off your interests, and 
send it in with your member-
ship dues. Our volunteers 
make the association strong 
and able to continue our ac-
tivities in the areas of lake 
management, advocacy and 
stewardship, and promotion 
and education. 

  

Thank you! 

See You At The Watermark, Beaver Dam 

Make a Difference and 

Join or Renew Today! 

 www.bdlia.org 



The Lake District Committee is very 
pleased to announce that less than 45 
signed petitions are needed to meet the 
51 percent of signed lake property 
owners.   Now that summer residents 
are back, the committee will be con-
tacting unsigned property owners over 
the next several weeks.   
 
In the meantime, BDLIA is completing 
work on Phase II of the Lake Manage-
ment Plan which includes plans for 
implementation of many projects to 
improve and protect Beaver Dam Lake.  
Our work with the DNR to implement 

these projects and get the supporting 
grants will be greatly enhanced by hav-
ing a Beaver Dam Lake District.   This 
will give us the stability and consistency 
of lake management that the DNR is 
looking for when approving implemen-
tation plans and grants. 
 
The committee and the BDLIA need the 
support of all lake property owners.   
Please contact BDLIA at 920-356-1200 
if you haven’t signed the petition or can 
help by contacting one or two of the 
unsigned property owners in your 
neighborhood. 

The Lake District Committee anticipates wrapping up petition campaign this summer 

NO WAKE Buoys In Lake 
 

A crew of volunteers from BDLIA de-
ployed the No Wake Buoys throughout 
the Lake the first week in May.  These 
navigation buoys are typically placed in 
shallow areas or near the shoreline.   
 

Why is it important for us to slow down 
to no-wake speed as we approach these 
locations? When we create a wake the 
propeller energy is transferred to the wa-
ter with wave movement directed at the 
shore. This energy or fetch will damage 
the shoreline rip-rap protection at our 
waters’ edge.  With 40% of the lake 
shoreline in a natural condition this same 
energy will reduce the wetland habitat.  
The shallow lake bed in these areas contain 
legacy nutrients which have been deposited 
over years.  Stirring up sediment will release 
phosphorus into the lake water which ulti-
mately develops algae. 

Last but not least, these are shallow sec-
tions of the lake and each season rocks 
appear with the ice movement.   At low 
speed you may lose a prop or at a higher 
speed the lower unit. 
 

So please pay attention to these markers 
and travel at No Wake Speed. 



BDLIA  Moves Forward with 
Beaver Dam Lake Plan Phase II 

Beaver Dam Lake Nutrient Balance 

We have completed this follow up phase to 
the Beaver Dam Lake Plan with exception-
al support from the UW WRM Practicum 
which provided essential data collection 
and analysis.  This work centered on habi-
tat concerns, upland erosion and run off 
into the creeks which ultimately flowed 
into BDL.  We were fortunate to use a 
number of new conservation tools that 
were not previously available for Lake and 
Watershed evaluation; 
 Lidar     imagery provided a detailed 

topographic view 
 EVAAL  Erosion Vulnerability  which 

uses Lidar, upland use and to identify 
areas of concern 

 ISCO     sampling at tributaries collect-
ed run off and nutrient loading 24-7 

These new data collection methods provide 
a concise picture of the nutrient loading to 
the Lake.  While the sources are not sur-
prising, we know have a better understand-
ing of how these parameters interact.   
 
This model depicts the primary factors 
which affect Lake Water quality and ulti-
mately the condition of the surrounding 
habitat.  Samples collected in 2018 identi-
fied that the External Sources of phospho-
rus (P) were slightly greater than the out-
flow into the River.  That excess P is then 
deposited into BDL as Legacy Phosphorus 
which lays on the lake bed which then es-
capes over time.  This excess P creates an 
internal load that with carp action and sedi-
ment stratification will cause it to enter the 
Lake water over the summer season.   We 
are then left with this phosphorus in solu-
tion which will develop into unwanted and 
detrimental algae. 

Part of this Plan includes knowledge gained 
regarding the interaction of conditions within 
the Lake and what changes they may cause.  
Our interaction, weather conditions plus soil-
sediment runoff all impact the aging of Bea-
ver Dam Lake.   With the impact of these 
elements known we have identified specific 
objectives regarding how we could make 
improvements to the habitat and water quali-
ty.  In an effort to manage these conditions a 
number of responsible Stakeholders were 
identified whom are tasked with the imple-
mentation of restorative efforts.   Each of 
these Groups have various level of responsi-
bility which makes their cooperative execu-
tion essential for long term and sustained 
improvement; 
BDLIA and BD LDC:    ongoing projects 
which will continue forward. (See article on 
buoys) 
WDNR:     Preservation Properties around 
the Lake are a great asset which require rou-
tine restoration to maintain as an effective 
habitat. 
Columbia County Conservation:   A number 
of EVAAL sites have been identified which 
will benefit from their involvement with the 
Producers.  (Yes, Beaver Creek extends into 
Columbia Co. with a significant impact on 
BDL.) 
The Community:    Get involved in learning 
about our Lake and participate in Healthy 
Lakes Programs. 
 
Maintaining BDL water quality and habitat 
within the watershed must be undertaken 
with current and long term goals in mind.   
The best way to achieve this is through con-
tinuous rational improvement to protect Bea-
ver Dam Lake for generations to come.   

Free Compost for 
Your Gardens and 
Flower Beds 
 
Home composting is an easy method to 
dispose of kitchen waste, grass and leaves.  
Simple composting bins or shallow 
ground troughs provide enclosures for 
your organic waste material to decompose 
for a beneficial reuse.  
 
With our yards reaching the waters’ edge 
we have a unique opportunity to help im-
prove the lake water quality by not feed-
ing the algae.  50% of phosphorus from 
residential property are created from 
leaves and grasses which find their way 
into the surface water.  This form of pollu-
tion is easy to avoid with a few thoughtful 
yard practices: 
 Remove leaves from ditches and cul-

verts. 
 Do not cut or direct grass clippings 

into the lake. 
 Do create a buffer zone between the 

yard and the waters’ edge. 
 Buffer zones and raised grass cutting 

depth allow water to infiltrate and 
reduces the need to water. 

 Consider composting of yard waste 
and allow to decompose for future 
use. 

 Test your soil to determine if fertiliz-
ing is needed, save time and money. 

 Compost leaves, grass, eggs shells, 
coffee grounds etc. to recycle the nu-
trient value 

Home Composting is a good reference 
guide which can be found at the WDNR 
web site, PUB WA 072. 
 
As this organic material decomposes you 
will have prepared a high quality free 
compost. 



Jack (Buck) Raith 
Phone 920-887-1211 

Also 920-349-8335 & 920-925-3189 
CELL: 920-382-2514 

 
W4756 Cty Rd. ME 

Hustisford, WI 53034 
www.rrhome.biz 

Rock River 

Home Improvement 

Co., Inc. 

Beaver Dam 
Bay Marina 
W9276 Hwy. G 

Beaver Dam, WI 
PH: 920-219-9200 

FAX: 920-319-4096 
www.beaverdambaymarina.com 

 

  We are your new local dealer for: 
WEERES Pontoons, MIRRORCRAFT Boats 
DYNA-SKI Boats, EVINRUDE E-Tec Motors 

SEA-LEGS Pontoon Lifts 
 

Sales - Service - Storage - Rentals - Slips - Fuel 
Trailers - Piers - Lifts 

Ron & Paula Marach 

Healthy Soil - Healthy Water Builds on Successes

Our Supportive Grants 

Dodge County Farmers for Healthy 
Soil - Healthy Water (HW-HW) held 
their fifth workshop this past April on 
how to better manage compaction by 
using reduced tillage and cover crops.   
It was attended by over 60 farm indus-
try people.  Over 89 percent of at-
tendees stated that the seminar provided 
them good to excellent knowledge on 
soil compaction and how they can im-
prove their farming methods.  The HS-
HW  Farm Group signed up 15 new 
members. 
 
HS-HW is based on farmer to farmer 
exchange of information and as one of 
the participants stated, “Farmer to 
farmer is the best method to advance 
these soil  health practices.  Keep it up” 
 

More programs are being provided and more farmers are joining in practicing conservative measures.  

The HS-HW Alliance, which includes 
members from the lakes group 
(including BDLIA), has a mission to 
support the Farmers Group for the bet-
terment of our rivers and lakes.   As 
farmers employ better and conserva-
tive practices, the less run off of sedi-
ment and nutrients we will have into 
our lakes and rivers. 
 
The Farmer Group will have a summer 
workshop that will primarily address 
manure management.  In addition, 
there are ongoing programs to provide 
cover crop seed to the farmers.  The 
Alliance is looking into other grants 
available for programs and practices 
on conservative farm management.     

A seminar for 
lake property 
owners is be-
ing planned 
for July.   See  
information 
below. 

Seminar:  Lake Living in a Dairy and Agricultural County 

Topic:  Discussion on the impact dairy and agri-

cultural farming on local lakes and waterways 

 Manure management and controlling run off 
 Learning farming basics that impact the county - Ag 101 
 Success stories 
 
Wednesday, July 24, 6:00-7:30 pm 
Bayside Supper Club, W9231 County Road G, BD 
FREE hors d oeuvres and soft drinks    
 

Speaker:  Mark Riedel, WI DNR, Water Resource Management Specialist 
  
Open to lake property owners and anyone interested in learning what is being done 
to improve manure and other run off from agriculture. 

http://www.weeres.com
http://www.evinrude.com/en-US/


Hammes 
Fire & Safety 

Residential & Commercial 

 Security/Burglar Systems 
 24 Hour Central Station 
 Low Monthly Monitory Fee 
 Closed Circuit TV 
 Video Surveillance 
 Fire Alarm Systems 
 

www.hammesfire.com 
1008 DeClark Street 

Beaver Dam, WI . (920) 885-9333 

Free 
Estimates! 

EnvironmenTONN Services 
Eco-Green 

Care 
“People you Can Trust” 

With 205 Years Combined Experience 
 

Beaver Dam, WI 920-887-8003 
Randolph, WI 920-326-3727 

 
Blake, Daryl, Mark, Blake II, Linda, Heather 

Great pizza—Sandwiches—Specials 
Nice bar with a view of the game 

from every angle! 
 

PARK AVENUE SPORTS CAFÉ 
709 Park Ave., Beaver Dam 

 

Ryan Mannes Brad Burton 

Discover Wisconsin 
Films Paddle Festival  
 
Since 1986, the Discover Wisconsin TV 
program is dedicated to Wisconsin tourism 
by showcasing Wisconsin’s many great 
treasures.   They are currently developing 
a program on Dodge County.   As part of 
the program they filmed The Great Beaver 
Paddle Festival held on June 8th.  While 
this article was written prior to the event, 
DW indicated that they are interested in 
including information on Beaver Dam 
Lake and its recreational opportunities and 
the many parks that are on the lake. For 
information on Discover WI and the airing 
of this program go to: 
discoverwisconsin.com 

The kayak dock that was installed several years ago at Derge Park, with funds from 
BDLIA’s Fiegel Fund, has been moved from its original location to a spot just south 
of the Derge Park boat launch.   The ADA compliant dock/launch will now have 
much easier access from the parking lot.   The path to the kayak dock/launch will also 
be paved. 
 
BDLIA encourages its members to make use of the kayak docks/launches located at 
Beaver Dam’s Waterworks Park and at the County’s Derge Park.  Canoes, kayaks and 
standup paddle boards are available to rent at Waterworks Park. 

Kayak Dock at Derge Park More Accessible  



Kids, Parents and Grandparents Enjoy Fish ‘n Fun

About 65 kids along with 130 parents and 
grandparents enjoyed an exciting day at 
the 17th Annual Fish ‘n Fun for Kids de-
spite the early morning showers.   
 
They learned all about fishing, enjoyed 
a hot dog, chips and soda lunch.  Best 
of all, each child received a free rod ‘n 
reel courtesy of Cabela’s.  The teaching 
stations included:  live baits, lures, cast-
ing, fish identification, and boat and 
water safety.   

Teach a child to fish, and you feed him or her for a lifetime, as well as, providing something they can do for 
the rest of their life.  

The kids received a goodie bag with 
fishing information from the DNR, and 
live bait so they could try out their rods 
‘n reels after lunch. 
 
This free event is presented by the 
BDLIA and Beaver Dam Community 
Activities and Services and by dona-
tions from businesses and individuals.  
Special thanks to the over 40 volunteers 
and Cabela’s.  Lots of kids were intro-
duced to a lifetime of fishing fun. 

Fun Day at 4th Annual Great Beaver Paddle Festival  

Valerie Marshall, Bea-
ver Dam, summed it 
all up when she said, 
“I took the kayak clin-
ic and after taking my 
solo kayak ride on the 
lake I am now an avid 
kayaker.  Thanks for 

putting on this great event.  I  didn’t 
realize how great this lake was for 
kayaking.”   She was among the several 
hundred people who took advantage of 
the great weather to participate in the 
4th Great Beaver Paddle Festival. 
 
The event from June 8th, offered free 
kayaking, canoeing and stand up paddle 
boarding clinics.   Participants also got 
to take a “test run” on the lake.   Expe-
rienced kayakers took part in the 3 mile 

paddle and were given a commemorative 
pin.   Others learned to fish from a kayak 
with lessons given by kayak fishing 
“pro” Mike Young.   New this year was 
the canoeing adventure Fox of the River 
Voyageurs who gave free rides on a  20 
person birch bark canoe while telling 
stories of early days on area rivers.  Eve-
ryone enjoyed the live music and great 
food provided by the Elks Club. 
 
The Discover Wisconsin staff filmed 
over two hours of the Festival activities 
which will be included in a Discover 
Wisconsin episode on Dodge County.  
The episode is scheduled to air in April 
2020.  A great opportunity for the people 
of Wisconsin to see and hear about Bea-
ver Dam Lake and the great recreational 
opportunities. 

The Great Beaver Paddle Festival is 
sponsored by BDLIA with support from 
the Beaver Dam Chamber of Commerce, 
the City of Beaver Dam Community Ac-
tivities and Services and Fred Kaping, 
who sponsored the shuttle bus.    Thanks 
to the 20 volunteers who helped plan and 
operate the event under the direction of 
Chuck Frinak, Chairman of BDLIA’s 
Activities Committee. 



You’re invited:  Summer Celebration 

July 16 at Woods Liquor Landing 
 
This year’s event will be held on Tuesday, July 16 from 5:00-8:00 pm at 

Woods Liquor Landing (formerly The Springs), N9070 Cty. Rd FW on 

the north end of the lake.  BDLIA is inviting members and prospective 

members to come by boat or car to enjoy a brat or hamburger basket with 

chips and a soda courtesy of the association.  The event will be held rain 

or shine. 

 

“We are showing our appreciation for the support and volunteerism 

throughout the year by our members,” stated Karen Huber, Membership 

Committee Chairperson.  “It’s a great opportunity to socialize with your 

neighbors next door or across the lake and enjoy a summer evening next 

to the lake.” 

 

While the event is free, please RSVP so we can plan the food.  You can call in at 

920-356-1200 or email at info@bdlia.org.  Thank you.  Hope to see you July 16! 

The City of Beaver Dam recently completed a new pedestrian and bike wooden 
boardwalk from the end of Starkweather Drive to Edgewater Park.   This is the 
largest of the city parks consisting of 152 acres and includes an observation tow-
er, boat launch, dog park and shelters.  It is also home for BDLIA’s Fish ‘n Fun 
event the first Saturday of every June. 
 
Previously the only access to the park was from Highway 33.   The new board-
walk will provide easier and safer access to the park for bikes and pedestrians.  
This is another important step in allowing residents better and improved ways to 
enjoy not only our city parks, but opportunities to enjoy Beaver Dam Lake and its 
shoreline. 

New Boardwalk to Edgewater Park  
Now connects Starkweather Drive to Edgewater Park 


